
Brief Description of Presentations 

The Accomplishments of Maria Magdalena Schlee, Public Health Doctor by Matt Klee 

The story of Maria Margaretha Schlee, the daughter of German Colonists, who was a Medical Doctor 
with a high reputation in Crimea. She opened medical and paramedic stations in the Simferopol 
district and played an important part in the medical institutions on the Crimean Peninsula. 

Ahnentafel Chart: The German Version of a Pedigree Chart by Scott Ludwig 

A German version of a pedigree chart, Scott discusses the pros and cons of using the Ahnentafel 
chart and pedigree collapse. 

Blending Cultures: A Journey of Identity in Lakota Country by Tracy Hauff 

Tracy Hauff will talk about the oral history and profound personal memories of Sylvan Hauff, including 
his German-Russian ancestors, Lakota heritage, and being raised in Pine Ridge Indian Boarding 
School. 

Einwandererzentralstelle (EWZ) Applications by Valerie Stewart 
EWZ hold a treasure information for those searching to find their ancestors. Valerie will explain what EWZ’s 
are and where to find them.  

From the Volga to the Pampas of South America: Exploring the German Colonies of Entre 
Ríos, Argentina by Dr. Tatjana Schell 
Thousands of Germans left Russia seeking new opportunities. Tanja’s personal 2025 journey to visit 
the former German villages in Argentina’s province of Entre Ríos. 

The German Russian Garden by Daniel Flyger 

Germans from Russia influenced American agriculture with the seeds they transplanted from the 
steppes to the prairies. 

German Goulash by Shirone Spolar 
A food demonstration how to make German Goulash. 

In the Crucible of History: The Journal of Rev. Jacob H. Janzen by Bernard Janzen 

The story of Jacob H. Janzen, who was born in Russia. He and his family lived in the Mennonite 
colony of Chortitza, in southeastern Russia, which was near the city of Zaporizhzhia, Ukraine. He 
emigrated to Canada, settling in Rabbit Lake, Saskatchewan. 

It All Happened Here: Early Evangelical, Mennonite, and Hutterite Settlements of Southeastern 
South Dakota by Daniel Flyger 
The story of the German-Russian groups that settled in the Dakota Territory beginning with the first 
group who arrived at Yankton. Many settled settled in Russia according to their religious background. 

Knoephla Soup by Ken Vogele 

Ken demonstrates making Knoephla soup using chicken stock-base. 

Letters from the Homeland: Analyzing Personal Letters to German Russian Families in the 
United States by Dr. Tatjana Schell 
This presentation is an account of personal letters sent by German Russians in the Soviet Union in 
the 1920s through the 1930s to relatives and friends in the Midwest who immigrated to the United 
States before WWI. 

Lost Souls: The story of displaced Germans from Russia after World War II by Wayne Garman 
An estimated 350,000 ethnic Germans from the Soviet Union fled west with the retreating Nazi 
armies. Many became displaced. 

The Lucky Search: How A Moment of Inspiration Ended a Century of Silence by Andrea 

Blessum. 

My Family’s Life in Siberia Germans in the Soviet Union, 1940s–1960s by Dr. Tatjana Schell 
This is the story of Tanja’s famiiy, who was sent to Siberia d how her family survived. 

The Lucky Search: How A Moment of Inspiration Ended a Century of Silence by Andrea 

Blessum 
The American Fritels knew nothing of their relatives’ fate. Andrea will relate how she came to find her 
relatives following a GRHS Convention  

My Lost Tribe: True and Actual Stories by Ron Vossler 

Ron will talk about the importance of telling family stories in Dakota German history. 

Navigating Crimean Records by Bob Schamber 

A brief background of Crimean history and geography will be given, including the establishment of the 
German mother colonies, the origins of the Crimean emigrants, and the location of German 
settlements. He will also cover sources to help you search for your family history 

On the Prairie, an Hour with Poetry by Sharon Chmielarz 

Sit back and relax as Sharon reads poem from Poetry from Duet in the Little Blue Church,” and 
prose-poems from, “I Can Get By.”   



Soddy: Its Construction and Features by Ken Vogele 
Examples will be given on how a soddy was built. 

We Are History: The Germans from Russia Story for Beginners by Bro Placid Gross 
This presentation will aim to tell the history of our people beginning in 1761 and on to the present 
time. 

Word, Gesture, and Breath: Braucherei (Faith Healing) Folk Traditions in German from Russia 
Catholic and Protestant Worlds by Eric Schmaltz 
He details the main features of Braucherei or Faith Healing used among many Germans from Russia 
Catholics and Protestants. 


