
 
“Embracing Our German from Russia Heritage” 

As changes or corrections occur, a new file will be put up. So keep checking in case there are changes. 

Convention Schedule 
Wednesday -July 15, 2026 
2:00-5:00 Open house to view the Germans from Russia Heritage Collection at North Dakota State 

University (NDSU) 

Thursday Presentations & RIGS – July 16, 2026 
8:30. – 9:45 Annual GRHS Membership Meeting 
10:15-11:15 Beresan RIG — Valerie Stewart 

Letters from the Homeland: Analyzing Personal Letters to German Russian Families in the 
United States — Dr. Tatjana Schell 
On the Prairie, an Hour with Poetry — Sharon Chmielarz 

12:45-1:45 Grossliebental RIG — Valerie Stewart 
Crimea RIG — Matt Klee 
The Lucky Search: How A Moment of Inspiration Ended a Century of Silence — Andrea 
Blessum 
Forever – Bridget Schwebach 

2:00-3:00 Kutschurgan RIG — Dennis Roth 
Bessarabia RIG — Lonny Brakel 
The German Russian Garden — Daniel Flyger 
Forever — Bridget Schwebach 

4:00-5:00 Hoffnungstal RIG — Harry Harsch 
My Family’s Life in Siberia: Germans in the Soviet Union, 1940s–1960s — Dr. Tatjana Schell 
My Lost Tribe: True and Actual Stories —- Ron Vossler 

Friday – July 17, 2026 
8:30 – 9:45  Annual GRHS Membership Meeting 
10:15-11:15 Einwandererzentralstelle (EWZ) Applications — Valerie Stewart 

Navigating Crimean Records — Bob Schamber 
Ahnentafel Chart: The German Version of a Pedigree Chart — Scott Ludwig 

12:45-1:45 Word, Gesture, and Breath: Braucherei (Faith Healing) Folk Traditions in German from Russia 
Catholic and Protestant Worlds — Eric Schmaultz 
The Accomplishments of Maria Magdalena Schlee, Public Health Doctor — Matt Klee 
The Lucky Search: How A Moment of Inspiration Ended a Century of Silence — Andrea 

Blessum 
On the Prairie, an Hour with Poetry — Sharon Chmielarz 

2:00-3:00 OK-Blending Cultures: A Journey of Identity in Lakota Country —-Tracy Hauff 
We Are History: The Germans from Russia Story for Beginners — Bro Placid Gross 
It All Happened Here: Early Evangelical, Mennonite and Hutterite Settlement of Southeastern 
South Dakota — Daniel Flyger 
German Goulash — Shirone Spolar 

4:00-5:00 Lost Souls: The story of displaced Germans from Russia after World War II — Wayne Garman 
Einwandererzentralstelle (EWZ) Applications — Valerie Stewart 
My Lost Tribe: True and Actual Stories — Ron Vossler 
In the Crucible of History: The Journal of Rev. Jacob H. Janzen — Bernard Janzen 

7:30-8:30 The Birth of the Germans from Russia Heritage Society — Karen Retzlaff 

Saturday- July 18, 2026 
8:30—9:45 The German Russian Garden — Daniel Flyger 

Soddy: Its Construction and Features — Ken Vogele 
From the Volga to the Pampas of South America: Exploring the German Colonies of Entre 
Ríos, Argentina  — Dr. Tatjana Schell 
Word, Gesture, and Breath: Braucherei (Faith Healing) Folk Traditions in German from Russia 
Catholic and Protestant  Worlds — Eric Schmaultz 

10:15-11:15 Navigating Crimean Records — Bob Schamber 
Ahnentafel Chart: The German Version of a Pedigree Chart — Scott Ludwig 
In the Crucible of History: The Journal of Rev. Jacob H. Janzen — Bernard Janzen 

12:45-1:45 The Accomplishments of Maria Magdalena Schlee, Public Health Doctor — Matt Klee 
It All Happened Here: Early Evangelical, Mennonite and Hutterite Settlement of Southeastern 
South Dakota — Daniel Flyger 

2:00-3:00 Lost Souls: The story of displaced Germans from Russia after World War II — Wayne Garman 
We Are History: The Germans from Russia Story for Beginners — Bro Placid Gross 
Knoephla Soup — Ken Vogele 

4:00-5:00  Memorial Service — Alice Delzer 
Celebration of Life — Yvonne Haefner 

5:15-6:00 Town Hall Meeting — Valerie Stewart  
8:30-11:30 Dance to Hugo and Julie Lee Ternes (White Rose Band) from Fargo, ND 

Germans from Russia Heritage Society 
55th Annual International Convention 

July 16 - July 18, 2026 
Ramada by Wyndham, Fargo, ND 


