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23rd Year Anniversary of this Newsletter!

Project Complete!
Life Stories Finally Published!

Collecting and publishing these “member profiles,” really brief autobiographies by Black Hills Chapter members,
was the brainchild of Bill Bosch way
back in May 2016. He took on this project as “an opportunity to make our heritage, our Chapter, and GRHS known
to more people.” Bill coaxed and prodded and moved back deadline after
deadline, but ultimately he had 32 stories in hand.
Bill had previously published two
books, so he was familiar with the process of editing and compiling the stories. The book went “live” on Amazon.com on 28 September at a cost of
$10. Members will be able to order the book for $5 at our
21 October meeting. Books will be distributed to members
at our Christmas Social on 2 December, just in time for
gifting for Christmas. (see More About Ordering, page 7)

In Memoriam

In the past five months, Black Hills Chapter has
lost Dee Keller, Ken Stoltz, and Ralph Fitzner

MEETING PROGRAM 21 October 2018
Faith Lutheran Church, 17 Indiana St., Rapid City, SD, 1pm

Inside!

John Beal Returns: A Visit To The Volga Village of Enders President’s Message
It is rare to be able to see early film footage of any German- Youth Committee Report
Membership Report
Russian village. This remarkable DVD documents Chicagoan
Librarian’s Report
John Biel’s return to his Volga village of Enders in 1930 to film
Music Mission Kiev
village life and the “progress” under Communist rule. We see
Dee
Keller’s Obituary
his family and friends and glimpse five other villages as well.
Refreshment Committee
will serve coffee and goodies.
Members whose names begin with
L through Z please bring food.

Ken Stoltz’s Obituary
Ralph Fitzner’s Obituary
2019 CONVENTIONS
GRHS 31 July-3 Aug, Fargo, ND Chapter Birthdays and
Anniversaries
AHSGR To Be Announced
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President’s Message

Dear Members,
After almost 7 weeks in Ukraine, Valya and I are once
President: Milt Kramer
again settling into our routine in Rapid City. Our really big
(605)-343-0654
news from Ukraine is that Valya’s mother, Olga, age 84,
mkramer@rap.midco.net
just immigrated to Germany. She left Ukraine on August
Vice President: Del Beck
(605)-718-2603
24th and is now in the process of completing all necessary
beckshausrc@gmail.com
documents for permanent residence.
Secretary: Ken Vogele
The Music Mission Kiev concert that our Chapter host(605) 348-4518
ed on September 16 was an awesome event. In my opinken@vogelefamily.info
ion, the music was as good as any you will hear. If you did
Treasurer: Dave Feist
not attend, you missed a really wonderful concert. Getting
(605) 348-4013
ready for the visit of the musicians in the Kiev Symphony
davefeist48@yahoo.com
Orchestra
and
Chorus
took a lot of planning and hard work, and I want to esBoard Members:
pecially thank Debbie Roberts and Lianne Geidel for getting the advertising
Bill Bosch
out to local churches and retirement centers, etc., and for their planning the
(605) 641-9301
wbosch@spe.midco.net
menus, purchasing the food and making two days’ worth of sack lunches for
Lianne Geidel
the roughly 45 Ukrainians in the Orchestra and Chorus.
(605) 381-5727
Kudos also goes to Chris Mayer who made 6 gallons (!!!) of homemade valiannegeidel@hotmail.com
nilla
ice cream for dessert. I also want to thank Ken Vogele who was part of
Bernie Lambert
the
MMK
Committee and all of our Chapter members and also non-members
(605) 343-5454
lamberber@rushmore.com who provided food for the pot luck meal before the concert and who hosted
Leah Rennell
Ukrainians. And a special thanks goes out to Chapter member Reuben Bareis
(307) 660-4082
for his financial support without which this concert would not have been possilrennell@midco.net
ble. (Please see Music Mission Kiev, page 4.)
Deb Roberts
We are starting to work on our German dinner, which is on March 3, 2019.
(605) 716-1591
debbidoll6@hotmail.com
This year is going to be a year of change as we transition from seasoned leadNewsletter Editor
ership to new. I will be asking all of you to help with this year’s dinner in any
Ken Vogele
capacity you are able. Please volunteer.
1605 Palo Verde Drive
I hate to be a broken record, but please try to get new members for our
Rapid City SD 57701-4461
Chapter and for GRHS. When you hear a German-Russian-sounding name,
Web Master
Dave Feist
strike up a conversation with the person. I usually start by saying, “Gee! Your
name sounds German-Russian,” and from there I let them know about our
New Easier Chapter Chapter of Germans from Russia here in Rapid City.
Our upcoming Chapter meeting is October 21st. As always, we meet at
Web Address:
Faith Lutheran Church and our meeting begins at 2:00 pm. The program will
www.bhgrhs.org be a very interesting DVD, “John Biel Returns: A Visit to the Volga German
Villages in 1930.” See you then!
Milt Kramer

Chapter Officers

Anyone who is
interested in the work
of the Germans from
Russia Heritage
Society is welcome to
attend our Chapter
meetings.

BHGRHS

News

Youth Committee Report
The GRHS Youth Essay Contest has undergone major
changes for the 2019 contest. The middle school and high
school categories have been eliminated. There will be categories only for seniors in high school and university undergraduate students. The prizes will be substantial
though: $1000 for the winning senior and $1000 for the
winning undergraduate. The runner-up at the university
level will receive $250. There will be no runner-up prize in
the senior high division. It is hoped that the quality of essays will improve by eliminating the lower grade levels and
increasing prizes.
More importantly, only students who are members of or related to a member of GRHS are eligible to participate. That means, more than ever, it will be
up to us to search our memories for relatives that are seniors (contd. Page 3)

Chapter Committee Reports
(contd. From page 2) in high school or university
students and persuade them to enter this contest.
Our Chapter Youth Committee will not do any advertising to the general public. Asking them to find
our relatives does not seem sensible. We will just
lie low this first year and consider whether or not we
want to add some type of Chapter contest to the
GRHS contest next time around.
Rules and entry forms for the 2019 contest can
be found at GRHS.org (click on Youth Program).
We thank all who have worked to make our essay
contest viable in the past; for example, Del Beck,
Ken Vogele and Lianne Geidel gave talks at local
schools and Elke Kuegle has encouraged her students to enter our contest for many years. Her support kept our Chapter contest from collapsing a long
time ago.
Bill Bosch
Membership Committee Report
The Black Hills Chapter of the Germans from
Russia Heritage Society is a leader in keeping the
Society functioning. Here are
some examples of our leadership:
●Supporting the home office
financially (donations).
●Carrying out major projects
(dinner and book).
●Holding quality membership
meetings (program).
●Maintaining a strong membership level from year to year.
Let's take a closer look at that
last example. We ended the year 2017 with 75
members. Even though we lost a small number of
last year's members, we made up for that by adding
new members and maintaining the membership
count at 75. Thank you, all, for an excellent response to the 2018 membership renewal process.
However, let's not stop there. Let's make a sincere
effort to increase the size of our group. Consider
this: What would happen if every current member
would encourage just one person or couple to join
up with all these fine people of the Black Hills Chapter who believe in “preserving our heritage.”
Del Beck

LIBRARY NEWS

Black Hills Chapter Library has new books added to our library for your reading or scanning pleasure. Iron Spirits was published by the North Dakota
Council on the Arts in 1982. It was a project that
involved field work entailing both verbal and visual
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dialogue at homes and cemeteries throughout
North Dakota. The story is mostly of the Catholic
Black Sea Germans, but also includes Ukrainians,
Poles and Bohemians, all of whom came to the
steppes of the New World from the steppes of
Southern Russia or Ukraine. The iron cross grave
marker custom was brought with immigrants to
North Dakota and was mostly practiced from the
1880’s through the 1940’s. (However, iron crosses
were also brought to South Dakota, southeast Texas and parts of Canada and Argentina.) There are
many stories and beautiful pictures of iron cross
creative craftsmanship in this book!
The North Star Chapter of Minnesota GRHS
published Watermelons and Thistles, Growing Up
German from Russia in America. This enjoyable
read is a collection of essays reflecting on being
children of three homelands in two centuries. The
stories cover many topics of everyday life, memories and experiences. Chapter 2 contains a story
entitled “Are You German?” written by our own
GRHS
Chapter member,
Bill Bosch.
Extended Relationships of
the Kulm,
Leipzig,
Tarutino
Communities in Bessarabia.
Russia by
Arthur Flegel, Certified Genealogist is a part of
the GRHS
Collection at North
Dakota
State University Libraries and
was
printed
in
2005. This
book was designed
as a research resource of
families originating from those areas and gives a list
of seven sources from which the information was
obtained.
Another source of research information is Passenger Arrivals at the Port of New York 1830-1832
From Customs Passenger Lists, transcribed by Elizabeth P. Bentley and donated by Frank Mosset. I
found it interesting that The National Archives has
preserved the passenger lists of over 1,700 ships of
New York City arrivals with nearly 65,000 passengers. Some of the microfilm versions of the records
were torn, stained or out of focus, so there are a
few gaps and omissions of passengers and ships.
Kathy Schneider, Chapter Librarian

Please Renew Your

GRHS Membership
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Music Mission Kiev

Music Mission Kiev

A month ago, on 16 September, the Kiev Symphony Orchestra and Chorus (KSOC) treated about
300 Rapid Citians to an incredible concert at Calvary Lutheran Church. The seven instrumentalists and
35 choristers filled the church with two hours of glorious music. Soloists Tatianna Yashvili and Maxim
Kuchmet were especially noteworthy as were the
chorus’s renditions of the “Hallelujah Chorus” and
“America, the Beautiful.” One could not help but smile!
Black Hills Chapter sponsored KSOC’s Rapid
City concert. We were contacted by Music Mission
Kiev (MMK), probably because of our strong ancestral ties to Ukraine. Arranging for this visit proved
more difficult than expected, partly because the
Ukrainians stayed an extra day in Rapid City so
they could tour the Black Hills. Fortunately, about
25 Black Hills Chapter members and folks in the
wider community stepped up and provided housing,
transportation, and food for the roughly 45 Ukrainians. Some people were a bit skeptical about hosting, but with the KSOC folks, it proved to be a universally rewarding experience. The US tour coordinator said KSOC’s Rapid City visit was “over the
top.” He said that our pot luck food was the best
they’ve had this year. He was really pleased with
every aspect of the stop in Rapid City. During intermission, a good will offering produced $3,500 for MMK.
Music Mission Kiev is an evangelical and humanitarian organization which uses sacred music to
share the gospel with a country (see MMK, page 5)

Lianne Geidel & Debbie Roberts with
refrigerator full of sack lunches

Ukrainians in serving line

Chris Mayer serves his famous
homemade ice cream

In Memoriam
MMK
that lived under years of spiritual suppression as part of the Soviet Union. MMK has raised
money for its mission since 1993 by arranging tours
of the world-renowned Kiev Symphony Orchestra
and Chorus, primarily in the US and Canada. MMK
planted its first church in Kiev in 1994 (now operating independently), followed by another in 2005.
MMK serves 515 widows and pensioners (Ukrainian
pensions, always skimpy, have taken a beating with
the decrease in value of the Ukrainian grivna in recent years), war victims, and four orphanages, including two in the war zone. MMK’s mission “is to
bring growth, stability and permanence to the community of Christians in Ukraine and to equip and
send Ukrainian Christian leaders to proclaim the
glorious Gospel of Jesus Christ—with music as the
vehicle—to even more people in the former Soviet
Republics.”
While at Mount Rushmore, the KSOC musicians
climbed onto the amphitheater stage and treated
other Rushmore visitors to a rousing impromptu
concert of three songs. That certainly must have
been a highlight for Shrine of Democracy visitors
just as the Sunday evening concert was for all who
were fortunate to attend.
Ken Vogele

In Memoriam
Dee Keller

STURGIS | Funeral services for Dee Ora Lee Keller, who died at age 84, were at 10 a.m. on Monday, June 25, at St.
Francis of Assisi Catholic Church in Sturgis,
SD. Burial followed at
Black Hills National
Cemetery. Vigil services
were held at 6 p.m. on
Sunday, June 24, at
Kinkade Funeral Chapel, preceded by visitation from 4 p.m. to 6
p.m.
Dee was born Dec.
20, 1933, in Terraville to
Margery Addison Orr
and Leo Russell Orr. In November 1952, she married Jake Keller of Mobridge. They lived in Sturgis
and raised their five boys until Jake’s death in 1991.
In May 1973, at age 39, Dee graduated from Black
Hills State with a BS in Education and taught elementary school until she retired. Dee enjoyed an
extremely active life and her gift of nurturing love
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and faith expressed itself in all she did.
Dee lived her life with gusto. Her art, patience,
kindness, and passion for life influenced many of
her students, family, friends, and others. Not one to
boast about her creative skills, she did not consider
herself special. But others considered her above
and beyond ordinary! Whether sharing the gifts of
her paintings, the sound of her piano playing, the
telling of whimsical stories, or the helping at her local church and in her community, Dee wholeheartedly shared her talents. A member of the Black Hills
Art Association, she practiced her oil painting at the
Sturgis and Spearfish Art Centers, submitting her
pieces in local Art shows and receiving awards for
several of them. Dee loved storytelling and was a
member of the Black Hills Storytellers Association.
For over 16 years she was active in fund raising
and leadership of the Sturgis Hospital Auxiliary,
serving over the years as president, vice president
and blood drive coordinator. She volunteered at the
local elementary school. Dee was also an active
member of the Altar Society at St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Church and over the years, taught CCD,
lectured, was a greeter, and headed a funeral
luncheon group. For personal enjoyment, Dee
played the piano, painted, and traveled. Above all,
however, Dee loved her family: sons, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren, brothers, and extended family
members. She loved us all and we loved her!
Loving and remembering her are her five sons
and wives: Terry & Elaine Keller of Austin, TX, Gary
& Mary Lou Keller of Eagle, CO, Dean Keller of
Sturgis, Keith & Karin Keller of Louisville, CO, and
Kevin & Kelly Keller of Larose, LA; 15 grandchildren, Tonia (Heath Miller), Tyler (Amanda), Shane,
Patrick, Jacob (Chantel), Mathew, Mikaela, Brenan,
Taylor, Daillen, McKenna, Dawson, Autumn,
Chelcee, and Branden; three great-grandchildren,
Etnie, Jack, and Arianna; five brothers and wives,
Veldon & Janet Orr, Duane & Lupe Orr, Dean &
Mary Orr, Doyle Orr, and Larry & Kathleen Orr; and
her many nephews, nieces, friends, and the numerous others she touched, taught, and influenced.
Dee was preceded in death by her parents, Margery and Leo; and her husband, Jake Keller.
Donations in her memory can be made to the
Margery L. Orr Memorial Scholarship Fund, of
which she was Vice President, at MLOScholarship.org. The Fund provides scholarships to academically talented, financially needy graduates of
Lead-Deadwood High School.
Published in Rapid City Journal, June 20, 2018,
with minor modifications.
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In Memoriam

Kenneth Cornelius Stoltz was born February 3,
1945, to Cornelius Edward and Mildred Tauck
Stoltz in Spearfish, SD, the second of four children,
Kathleen, Christine and Karol. He was raised on a
dairy and cattle ranch near Beulah, WY. Ken and
his family attended St. Joseph’s Catholic Church in
Spearfish, where he served as an altar boy. He attended schools at Spearfish Normal and graduated
from Sundance High School. He and Marcia Baker
were married in 1965 and from that union was born
one daughter, Dawan Stoltz Boyd. During this marriage he attended an automotive mechanic’s school
in Denver and he worked in that field in Denver until
he went into the military service.
While in the service, he was offered the opportunity to go to Officers Candidate School in Ft. Sill,
OK, and earned lieutenant bars. Ken served in the
Vietnam front as a forward artillery observer from
1970 to 1971. When he completed his tour of duty,
he returned to his parent’s ranch and worked on the
farm and various jobs in construction, bartending
and volunteered at the
Veterans of Foreign
Wars club for several
years. Ken was also a
square dancer. His
mother taught lessons
and called for dances
when the children were
quite young, so all
learned to dance. He
and
Violet
Daum
Schultz danced together for a couple years
and were married in
June
1985.
They
moved to Phoenix,
where he attended
DeVry Institute and earned an Associate Degree in
Electronics Technology. Upon graduation in 1987,
they returned to the Black Hills area, where he then
went to work briefly repairing office machines, but
later worked on road construction for his brother-inlaw, Milton Kaul. He later joined Steele Construction
crew building homes at Hart Ranch. Ken loved
math and he and Vi attended night classes at South
Dakota School of Mines and Technology taking
several math classes.
He later secured a position driving a milk truck,
hauling raw milk from the producers to the processors in Rapid City and various towns in South Dakota and Nebraska, which he continued to do even

after retirement. He would take short routes or be a
second driver on long hauls. He probably enjoyed
this work more than any other.
After recovering from bladder cancer, he became active with the ostomy support group at the
Regional Hospital in Rapid City. During his life he
was also an active member in the Spearfish VFW
and Spearfish American Legion, as well as several
square-dancing clubs and the Germans from Russia Heritage Society.
Kenneth passed away on Friday, July 27, 2018
in Custer Regional Senior Care in Custer, SD. He
was 73 years of age. He is preceded in death by
his parents; brother-in-law, Milton Kaul; and several
aunts and uncles.
He is survived by his wife, Violet; daughter,
Dawan and three granddaughters, Ashley, Heather
and Crystal; stepson, William (Teresa) Bockwoldt;
sisters, Kathleen Kaul, Christine (Steve) Shawda
and Karol (William) Miles; nephews, Tom and
Travis Miles, Jon (Angel) Shawda; and nieces, Nadine Kaul (Greg) Radtke and Tiffany Miles.
Memorial service was held at 10:00 am on
Wednesday, August 1, 2018, at Kirk Funeral Home.
Burial followed at 12:30 pm at the Black Hills National Cemetery. Online condolences at kirkfuneralhome.com. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
directed to the Humane Society of the Black Hills.
Published on Kirk Funeral Home website.

Ralph Fitzner

RAPID CITY I Ralph Charles Fitzner, 93, passed
away on Oct. 3, 2018. Ralph was born Feb. 19,
1925, to Fred and Emma (Hauff) Fitzner in Colome,
SD. He was one of eight children: Orville, Harold,
Bill, Ralph, Virginia,
Ruth, Helen, and Esther. The family later
moved to Edgemont.
His parents were from
Germany. They homesteaded but lost it
when the banks failed,
and the depression hit
in
the
1930s.
After grade school,
Ralph worked as a
ranch hand and a Cat
Skinner until he was
drafted to the Army
during WW Il at age
18. He helped to liberate the French from Germany.
He was honorably discharged
(contd., page 7)

In Memoriam
(contd., from page 6)
on June 29, 1946.
Ralph married Dorothy Richardson on July 22,
1951. He took advantage of the GI Bill and earned
a degree in diesel mechanics. Ralph was good with
his hands and liked repairing things. He was hired
at the SD Cement Plant and became their head
mechanic until he retired after 37 years. He was instrumental in installing a union for the cement plant.
He also worked evenings at the Sinclair gas station
and repaired race cars on the side.
Going through the depression made Ralph very
self-reliant. He demonstrated this strong work ethic
to everyone who knew him. He was honest and willing to help anyone in need, especially his family
and friends. In his shop at home he passed on his
vast knowledge of welding, fabrication, and mechanics to his three sons, grandsons, and greatgrandsons. In the early 1950s, Ralph and Dorothy
built a home and shop in Rapid Valley close to the
Rapid Valley Race Track where he helped build
several race cars.
Ralph was preceded in death by his wife, Dorothy;
brothers, Harold and Orville; sisters, Ruth and Virginia; and grandson, Jeremy. He leaves behind his
sisters, Helen and Esther; his children, Howard, Karen, Marvin, and Jamie; grandchildren, Danny, Jerry, Jake, Zachary, Joshua; and great-grandchildren,
Tyler, Christian and Amber.
After retirement he loved to roam the Black Hills
to fish, hunt, and gold pan with his friend Jim Holter.
Ralph considered himself a common working
man but was well read and liked discussing anything
from politics to the best place to catch a big rainbow
trout. Those friends and relatives that knew him well
will miss his warmth, intelligence, wit and charity.
A short graveside service was held at 11:30 am
on Thursday, Oct. 11, at Black Hills National Cemetery near Sturgis. A celebration and lunch in honor
of Ralph was served at the Eagles Club, 1410 E.
Centre St. in Rapid City. In lieu of flowers, it was
suggested that a memorial be made to the VFW.
Published in Rapid City Journal, 5 October 2018.
More About Ordering
Members not able to attend the October
meeting may order copies of Life Stories by
calling Chapter Treasurer Dave Feist at 605-3484013 or Bill Bosch at 605-641-9301. Those copies
will also be available at the Christmas Social. If it is
necessary to mail copies, there will be a charge of
$3 per book.
Bill urges members to “buy a copy, not only for
yourself, but also for children, siblings, acquaintanc-
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es and others.” He says that, “A copy will make a
fine gift for someone who has everything. I bet they
don’t have a copy of our member profiles! If we create a bit of a buzz around this book, we can help all
of our German-Russian causes.“

Ukrainians sing grace before pot luck meal

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER
Elwood Dietrich
Joyce Oster
Marilyn Hovland
Cathy Vogele
Ellen Koan
Ep Seiler
Joan Bachmeier
Leah Rennell

10/10
10/13
10/21
10/21
11/10
11/20
11/27
11/27

Betty Harris
Zee Kruger
Fay Klegg
Valentyna Kramer
Bill Bosch
Paul Roberts
Hilda Sieler

11/30
11/30
12/06
12/09
12/10
12/17
12/19

ANNIVERSARIES
Paul & Debbi Roberts
Richard & Christal Hexem
Jim & Arletta Schuh
Ep & Hilda Seiler

10/26
11/05
12/20
12/25

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s
Sunshine Gal

Call 431-0877 or email: chexem@midco.net
with your info or if you know of an illness or special
occasion.

GRHS Application
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Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application
Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives
Date_______________________

New Member______

Renewal Member______

Name or Names (if husband and wife)___________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name________________________________Birthday__________________Anniversary____________________
Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________________State________________Zip________________________
Phone #________________________Email Address_______________________________________________________
Please list me as a member of Black Hills Chapter

(or another Chapter___________________________________)

Ancestral Villages in Russia___________________________________________________________________________
Annual Membership Fee $65.
Life membership Fee $1300.

(Membership Fees are due annually on January 1.)
(You may pay Life Fee all at once or in not less than five annual payments of $260. )

Attached is my remittance of _____________________.
I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter by Email______or by US Mail_____ or Neither______
Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications and renewals to Rachel
Schmidt, GRHS Library & Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the
GRHS website at www.grhs.org .

Black Hills GRHS
Chapter News
1605 Palo Verde Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701-4461

Call 381-7224
if you no
longer wish
to receive this
Newsletter

BHGRHS
News

