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22nd Year Anniversary of this Newsletter!

100th Anniversary of the
Bolshevik Revolution:

Beginning of the End for the German Russians
Events Leading to the Bolshevik Revolution
For decades leading up to World War I, there had been unrest in
the Russian Empire. Serfdom had ended in 1861, but the former serfs
were not appreciably better off. They had received land distributions,
but landlords generally kept the best land for themselves, and what
was left to the peasants was not even free—they were required to pay
for it over the next 49 years.1 At the same time, industrialization in the
cities was progressing rapidly, but working conditions were terrible,
wages low, and living conditions abominable.
Then in 1914, World War I broke out and unleashed chaos in the
Russian Empire. Tsar Nicholas II’s peasant army was badly mauled by
the Germans. Over three million Russian soldiers died. Food was in
short supply. Morale plummeted, and anti-government sentiment
worsened. Revolutionary agitators worked among the peasant soldiers, and they began deserting in droves. On reaching their homes,
many simply took land from the estates of the nobles, the crown, and
the church.
Nicholas II abdicated in February 1917, and an ineffective Provisional Government dominated by the nobility and large industrialists
took control of state power in the Russian Empire. The army became
even more disorganized, and conditions in the cities worsened despite
unpopular grain requisitioning form the countryside. (Contd. page 3)

MEETING PROGRAM 15 October 2017
Faith Lutheran Church, 17 Indiana St., Rapid City, SD, 1pm

Historic Photos from BH Chapter Members

Cara Mund: A German
Russian Miss America
“Most Likely to be Miss
America” is what Cara Mund’s
2012 Bismarck, ND (See page 6)

Cara Mund.jpg by LyndsySimon,
Wikimedia Commons, modified

Inside!
President’s Message

This PowerPoint Presentation will entertain the viewer with
Bolshevik Revolution
BH Chapter members’ photos from Russia and pioneer times: Youth Committee Report
homesteads, farm machinery, men and women at work and
Cara Mund, Miss
play, towns and their inhabitants, churches, schools and
America
stores. Expect the unexpected!
Presented by Ken Vogele. Salomea’s Iron Cross
Refreshment Committee
will serve coffee and goodies.
Members whose names begin with
L through Z please bring food.

2018 CONVENTIONS
GRHS 18-22 July, Pierre, SD
AHSGR To Be Announced

Chapter BDs &
Anniversaries
Jim Kramer Obituary
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President’s Message

Dear Members of Black Hills Chapter.
On a sad note, most of you have heard that my brother
President: Milt Kramer
Jim has passed away. He had a tough time with the loss
(605)-343-0654
of his wife Inez for the last two years and he said many,
mkramer@rap.midco.net
many time that this is what he wanted.
Vice President: Del Beck
Our Chapter Pot Luck Picnic on August 19 was attend(605)-718-2603
beckshausrc@gmail.com
ed by about 35 people and was a lot of fun, as always. We
Secretary: Ken Vogele
do have a parking problem which the Board will address in
(605) 348-4518
hopes of making it easier for members with disabilities or
ken@vogelefamily.info
limitations to attend.
Treasurer: Dave Feist
You will want to be sure to attend the October chapter
(605) 348-4013
meeting because the program will be a good one. Ken
davefeist48@yahoo.com
Vogele will have a presentation about Historical Photos from Black Hills ChapBoard Members:
ter. Ken always puts together a good program.
Bill Bosch
We are still looking for Member Profiles. So far between 15 and 20 Profiles
(605) 641-9301
have been turned in. We hope to make them available to all members in some
wbosch@spe.midco.net
Lianne Geidel
form yet to be decided.
(605) 381-5727
Again, as always, I am asking each and every one of you to try and recruit
liannegeidel@hotmail.com
one
new member. New members bring new perspectives and new ideas and
Bernie Lambert
help preserve our German Russian heritage. New members strengthen our
(605) 343-5454
lamberber@rushmore.com Chapter and help perpetuate the Germans from Russia Heritage Society.
Leah Rennell
Please plan to attend our meeting October 15th, 2:00 p.m. at Faith Lutheran
(307) 660-4082
Church.

Chapter Officers

lrennell@midco.net
Deb Roberts
(605) 716-1591
debbidoll6@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
Ken Vogele
1605 Palo Verde Drive
Rapid City SD 57701-4461
Web Master
Dave Feist

Youth Committee Report

This past year we had six entries in our high school essay contest, one in the middle school category and none at
the university level. While that was not a bad showing, our
Youth Committee hopes to do better this year. The members of our Youth Committee are Del Beck, Bonita Ley,
Bob Schneider and me. I am chair of the committee.
Here are some ways we advertise our essay contest:
We
send email notices to particular teachers across the
New Easier Chapter
state including teachers whose students have entered our
Web Address:
contest before. We send notices to all (or almost all) pawww.bhgrhs.org
pers in South Dakota. We look for opportunities to hand
out our flyer advertising our essay. We ask our members to do the same. For
example, you may know or belong to a group that includes teachers or young
parents. We all belong to groups with grandparents who are looking for ways
Anyone who is
interested in the work to engage with their grandchildren. Those people will be happy to show our
of the Germans from flier to students. Copies of that flier will be available at our chapter meetings.
Our best recruiters have always been our chapter members who have
Russia Heritage
talked
to student relatives or talked to students in the classrooms of local
Society is welcome to
schools.
If you have student relatives or a good relationship with a teacher,
attend our Chapter
please
consider
providing them with information about our essay contest or
meetings.
making a presentation about German-Russian history in their classroom. We
have a one-page announcement and a rules and entry forms document available for distribution. We always have both available at our meetings and the
rules and entry forms are also available on our website BHGRHS.Org
We look forward to another satisfying year working with students and our
essay contest. If you have any suggestions or critiques for the Youth Committee, please contact one of our members or me.
Bill Bosch—Youth Committee Chair

BHGRHS

News

100th Anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution
Contd. from page 1) Meanwhile, left-leaning urban
workers began to organize into Soviets (councils)
which criticized the central government and began
to form militias. The time was ripe for revolution.

Revolutionary Meeting of Russian Soldiers March 19177
Observing the one hundredth anniversary of the
Bolshevik seizure of power in Russia underscores
how this earth-shattering political event proved fateful to the German Russians. The Russian Revolutions of 1917 and the subsequent course of events,
including later the even more devastating Second
World War, led to the near complete destruction of
German Russian communities, culture, and language in the East.
The Revolution Itself
Vladimir Lenin was born in
1870 in the city of Simbirsk on the
Volga River. As he was growing
up, he became aware of the destitution of lower class workers in
the city and surrounding countryside, and he began reading and
absorbing the works of German
philosopher and economist Karl
Marx. He came to believe that onVladimir Lenin8
ly through class war could capitalism be eliminated and a society created in which all
property was owned by the state and all workers
paid according to their abilities and needs. From the
last decade of the 1800s, he worked tirelessly to
build his socialist faction (the Bolsheviks) into the
revolutionary organization that could seize power in
Russia. The Bolsheviks infiltrated and gained control of the workers’ Soviets and labor unions, and on
25 October 1917 the Revolution began with the occupation of government buildings by the Bolshevik’s
Red Guards. Within a few months, Lenin and the
Bolsheviks were in control of the Russian state government.
Lenin was quick to announce two decrees:2 The
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first was the Decree on Land which nationalized all
land, the tools to work the land, and farm animals
(as well as banks, transportation, utilities and industry). Farmable land was to be divided equally
among its workers. If one can generalize from the
Mennonite experience, each farmer received about
thirty acres of land.3 Farmers, like the wealthier German Russians, who resisted the taking of their land,
were arrested and imprisoned or sent to labor
camps. Land could be farmed individually, by families, cooperatively or communally. Hiring of labor
and renting land were outlawed. In point of fact, the
Decree on Land essentially legalized the status quo
since in many areas peasants had already confiscated land.1 Ownership meant little to the average
peasant. What was important to him was that he
had land to farm. “By the mid-1920s, 90% of Russian land was in the hands of peasants.”4
The second edict was the Decree on Peace
which declared that the Russian government must
immediately sue for peace with the Germans. This
aim was important because the Bolsheviks had
many enemies, not the least in Ukraine and elsewhere where our German Russian ancestors were
loath to divide their estates. The Treaty of BrestLitovsk was signed with Germany and its allies on 3
March 1918, ending the war with Germany. The
Bolsheviks gave up one third of their population,
one quarter of their land mass, and one half of their
heavy industry, but now they could focus their military force on the rising Civil War at home.5 The
peasants were not in favor of all Bolshevik policies,
but they were happy to come back from the war
front and have land to farm.
War Communism
Whereas Marx had envisioned a “dictatorship of
the proletariat,” in which the working class would
control the government, the Bolsheviks from the
outset saw the need for central control of power.
They had to build the new Red Army and to provide
food for their soldiers as well as for the workers in
heavy industry whose manufactures were needed
to supply the military effort. “By 1920 agricultural
production was nearly halved, as Moscow and Petrograd starved and nearly all ties to outside markets
were cut. Industrial production suffered even greater losses, falling in 1920 to just 20 percent of the
1913 levels.”6 “The only way to keep some sort of
economy working, and the Red Army fighting, was
to replace the market with a system of forced requisitions, confiscation and rationing.”4 Private enterprise was forbidden. This ruthless control of the
economy from the top is what has (Contd. page 4)
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100th Anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution

(Contd. from page 3) been termed War Communism.
By 1921, the Civil War was at an end, but the
privations of War Communism had alienated many
workers and peasants. Peasant uprisings were becoming more frequent, and then to the shock of the
Bolshevik government, the peasant sailors at the
Kronstadt Naval Base mutinied. To make matters
worse, the 1921 harvest failed, especially in the
Volga area. (Incidentally, from 1921 into 1923, Herbert Hoover’s American Relief Administration provided food for millions of Soviet citizens, even as

Victims of Soviet Famine 19229
the Bolsheviks continued to export some grain to
obtain hard currency for heavy industry.) For Lenin
and his Party, something had to be done in Russia
to correct the worsening course of events.
The New Economic Policy (NEP)
Lenin and the Bolshevik leaders needed to consolidate Soviet rule. As a temporary expedient, Lenin “grudgingly acknowledged that Russian society
had to develop a modern capitalist economy before
the state could launch a full-fledged proletarian revolution and achieve pure communism.”6 Thus, in
March 1921, the central government changed
course and decreed a New Economic Policy (NEP)
which “reinstated the rights of citizens engaged in
agriculture, handicrafts, light industry, and the service sector to work according to market principles.”6
Instead of the regime taking grain from farmers,
sometimes under gunpoint, grain production would
now be taxed. No longer was propaganda directed
against entrepreneurs as “class enemies.”6
A degree of prosperity took place, and it is assumed that this occurred more so among the German Russians who were experienced farmers used
to working closely with one another. In 1925, farmers were again allowed to rent land and hire farm

labor,4 and this year saw grain production rise to
near 1913 levels.1 Still, problems persisted. If the
price of grain was low, farmers hoarded it in order
to raise the price, and this activity resulted in shortages in the cities. Contrariwise, if the price was
high, then it was difficult for city dwellers to afford
bread. More and more, the efficient, wealthier farmers (so-called kulaks) were blamed for these distribution problems.
Communization
Lenin’s successor, Joseph
Stalin, eliminated his rivals and
took control of the Communist
Party in 1927. Heavy industry
was considered the key to
growth of Soviet power. Heavy
industry had achieved 1913
levels by 1926,6 but industrial
growth was too slow for the
Communists.
Foreign
exchange was needed, and the
agricultural sector could theo10
retically provide much of that in Joseph Stalin
the form of excess grain to be sold abroad. Stalin
was an ideologue with regard to agriculture; he believed in Marx’s theory that agriculture would be
more efficient if groups of farmers worked the land
in unison.
Lenin had provided Stalin with the precedent of
mass terror beginning with establishment of the secret police (Cheka) in December 1917. Where expedient, Lenin had eliminated the Revolution’s political enemies. “In 1928, Stalin reintroduced coercion
into grain requisition—using Cossacks practicing
the infamous ‘Urals-Siberian’ method, i.e., killing
people.”4 It was now decided that terror in the form
of class warfare would be needed if rapid communization was to occur. Official publications began
more loudly decrying “the kulak problem” and
“injustices suffered by poor peasants.”4
Stalin’s first Five-Year Plan “announced a forecast for 15 percent of farms to be run collectively
from a base of only 1 percent in 1928.”1 This goal
was met in December 1929, “at which point Stalin…
demanded mass collectivization…”1 “To do this,
Stalin declared a policy to dissolve the kulak class
and generate such a climate of submissive fear that
the middle peasants would do exactly as they were
asked.”1 He sent urban activists known as “Twentyfive Thousanders” along with shock brigades, secret police, youth activists, and military support “to
get peasants to sign a register to call for their own
collectivization.”1 “Each region was (Contd. page 5)

100th Anniversary of the Bolshevik
Revolution
(Contd. from page 4) given a quota of kulaks to
identify”1 and arrest, and it was not unusual for quotas to be exceeded. Ultimately, the quota of kulaks
was raised to five percent of all farmers.1 Many of
us have German Russian relatives who were
caught up in this “dekulakization.” By February
1930, sixty million peasants, fifty-eight percent of
the total,1 had joined communes, most of them
smaller non-state operated kolkhozes (collective
farms) where peasants were paid with produce rather than given wages.
As a protest to government actions in the countryside, many embittered farmers in
1930 also had
killed off their livestock
and
destroyed their grain
to prevent the regime from confiscating them. Mostly the result of repressive
government policies, the
1931 harvest was
poor. Dekulakization eliminated the
most experienced
farmers and, to
make
matters Soviet Propaganda Poster: “Keep
worse, “(t)he urban Kulaks Out of Collectives,” 193011
activists’ zeal was
matched [only] by their incompetence. There were
not enough animals left to pull the ploughs, and the
promised tractors were yet to be built.”1 The outcome was continued famine in 1932 and 1933.
This proved to be a man-made famine, made worse
by continued exporting of grain.1 In Ukraine, this
famine is called the Holodomor or Terror-Famine.
The Soviets denied what happened, so the number
of deaths was not recorded. Estimates range between 2.4 and 7.5 million.1
Peasant resistance to the government was broken by the mid- to late 1930s, and for the first time
in Russian history the central government had pacified and placed under its direct control the vast
countryside. This success, however, did not prevent Stalin from ordering a further round of terror in
1936 and particularly 1937. Many German Russians and others were arrested at this time on
trumped-up
charges
of
being
counterrevolutionaries. Some were sentenced to prison
terms, but most were “fusilladed,” that is, shot.
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Years later, when families were allowed to ask
questions about the fate of loved ones, they were
often told that their relatives had died of “stroke.”
Yes, they did have brain bleeds, but no less manmade than the Terror-Famine of 1932 and 1933.
Epilogue
The outbreak of World War II made matters
worse for the German Russians. After the Nazis
attacked the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941, one
million German Russians were evacuated to the
East, most to work camps in Siberia or Kazakhstan.
The 350,000 who came under Nazi control, especially in Ukraine, were trekked west to Poland or
Germany as the Eastern Front was pushed west by
the advancing Soviet Army. Some of these refugees were captured by the Soviets, but most escaped to Germany only to be repatriated to the Soviets. In all, 250,000 German Russians were returned to the Soviet Union in cattle cars to join their
brethren in exile in the Far East.
After Stalin’s death in 1953, the surviving German Russians in the USSR received neither compensation for lost property nor restoration of previous cultural and autonomy rights in their former villages and homelands. With the end of the Cold
War in 1990, a large majority of what remained of
this ethnic minority group took advantage of the
changing political climate and immigrated to their
historical homeland of Germany.
Ken Vogele
Thanks to Dr. Eric Schmaltz for reviewing this
article and making constructive suggestions.
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Cara Mund, German Russian
Miss America

(Contd. from page 1) Century High classmates voted her! And on September 10, 2017, the 23-yearold fulfilled that expectation in Atlantic City, NJ,
beating out 50 other contestants to become Miss
America 2018. She began her quest at age 6, and
determination, grit, and hard work—all German
Russian characteristics—helped Cara reach her
goal. Along the way she captured the North Dakota
Little Miss, Miss Pre-Teen and Miss Junior Teen
contests. In June of this year, she became Miss
North Dakota on her fourth attempt. After the contest, Amy Dalrymple of the Bismarck Tribune reported that Cara “credited her home state with giving
her a strong work ethic and humble attitude. ‘I feel
like sometimes North Dakotans are overlooked,’
said Mund, ‘but that makes us work that much harder … Yet, we still keep that North Dakota nice aspect.’”
According to Newsweek, “Mund captured the
judges’ attention from the start of the competition …
with her unmatched beauty, impeccable intellect
and, perhaps even more admirable, charitable
heart.” During the contest, she further impressed
the judges with her direct answer to the question of
whether the US should have withdrawn from the
Paris Climate Accord. She told them, “It’s a bad decision. There is evidence that climate change is existing, and we need to be at that table.”
Cara was born in Bismarck and has lived there
all her life. Her parents are Doug and DeLora
Kautzmann Mund, both German Russians. After
graduating from Century High, she obtained a degree in Business, Entrepreneurship and Organizations from Brown University in Providence, RI, graduating with honors. Cara interned in 2016 for several months with for Sen. John Hoeven, R-ND, also a
German Russian. She will spend the next year traveling roughly 20,000 miles a month and changing
location every 24 to 48 hours as Miss America, advocating for women’s education and raising awareness of her favorite charities—Children’s Miracle
Network and Make-A-Wish Foundation. “I get to
make both miracles happen and wishes come true,”
she told the Tribune. Her monetary reward for winning the Miss America contest is estimated in the
six-figure range, including a $50,000 educational
scholarship.
A future in politics is Cara’s next long-term goal.
She told reporter Amy Dalrymple that she thought
her experience as Miss America “would help prepare her for being … elected the first female governor of North Dakota.” Later, Cara “added that she
also may be interested in representing North Dako-

ta in the U.S. Senate, but wants to serve at the
state level first.” With regards Cara’s political aspirations, Senator and former ND Governor Hoeven
told the Tribune, “My guess is that she’ll get it done
… She’s driven to achieve things, but she does it in
a way where she’s so personable and so gracious.”
In answer to a Washington Post reporter’s question
about party affiliation, Cara said, “I have my personal opinions, and I’d rather say I’m not a Republican
and I’m not a Democrat. I’m and American.” She
didn’t equivocate on the issue of gender, however,
telling the Associated Press, "It's important to have a
woman's perspective … In health care and on reproductive rights, it's predominantly men making those
decisions."
Ken Vogele

Salomea’s Belated Iron Cross

Gottlieb and Salomea Dockter are the great
grandparents of our chapter members Elwood Dietrich and Bill
Bosch. Gottlieb
and Salomea
were pioneering families in
Emmons county in North Dakota after emigrating
from
Neudorf, South
Russia in 1889.
Gottlieb died in

1901 and has an
iron cross over his
grave at Frieden’s
Lutheran Cemetery
north of Zeeland, ND. Salomea did not die until
1935 and did not have a grave marker until now. On
September 9 of this year about 30 descendants of
Salomea got together and placed an iron cross over
her grave. Bill Bosch and Carol Just led the group
effort, Bill and his brother Alex put in a base, Raymond Dockter (another great grandson of Salomea)
built the cross and members of the group supported
the effort with financial donations.

In Memoriam
James “Jim” Kramer

RAPID CITY—James “Jim” Kramer was 81 years
old when he had a massive stroke on September 6,
2017. This left him in a coma from which he did not
recover. He died on September 17, 2017 in the
Hospice Unit of Ft. Meade Veteran’s Hospital.
Jim was born March 22, 1936 in Hillsview, SD, a
very small town in north central South Dakota, to
John and Othillia Weisz Kramer.
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Kramer and his sisters Grace (Bernie) Rumpca and
Monica (John) Irwin.
He was preceded in death by the love of his life,
Inez, in 2015, older brother Roy in 2001, older sister Ruth in 2010 and younger brother Dwayne in
1994.
Services were held on Monday, September 25,
2017, at Osheim & Schmidt Funeral Home with
Rev. Bruce Thalacker officiating.
Interment followed at Black Hills National Cemetery near Sturgis with full military honors by the
Rushmore VFW Post 1273 and the South Dakota
Army National Guard.
(As published
on Osheim & Schmidt website with minor changes.)

BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS
OCTOBER, NOVEMBER, DECEMBER
Robin Kienitz
Elwood Dietrich
Joyce Oster
Marilyn Hovland
Cathy Vogele
Ellen Koan
Ep Seiler
Joan Bachmeier

9/19
10/10
10/13
10/21
10/21
11/10
11/20
11/27

Leah Rennell
Betty Harris
Zee Kruger
Fay Klegg
Valentyna Kramer
Bill Bosch
Paul Roberts
Hilda Sieler

11/27
11/30
11/30
12/06
12/09
12/10
12/17
12/19

ANNIVERSARIES

In April 1957, he married Inez Priscilla Schumacher, whom he loved more than life itself, in
Hosmer, SD. He served in the United States Army
from 1957 until 1959. Inez and Jim moved to Rapid
City in 1961. Jim worked as a carpet layer for a
short time and then for Knecht Lumber Co. where
he started his truck driving career. He purchased a
truck and became an independent truck driver for
Sammons Trucking Co. Jim and Inez loved to travel. They were inseparable, and most of the time
Inez rode with him on his long trips. [Ed.: Jim frequently sang “You Are My Sunshine” to Inez, and
this song was sung at the end of Jim’s funeral service.] He was very proud to be an independent
truck driver. Jim retired from trucking about 2010.
Jim was a member of the Germans from Russia
Heritage Society and a member of South Canyon
Lutheran Church.
Jim loved to reminisce and could always be depended on to supply family history data. He enjoyed helping people less fortunate than himself.
Surviving Jim are his brother Milton (Valentyna)

Paul & Debbi Roberts
Richard & Christal Hexem
Jim & Arletta Schuh
Ep & Hilda Seiler

10/26
11/05
12/20
12/25

Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s
Sunshine Gal

Call 431-0877 or email: chexem@midco.net
with your info or if you know of an illness or special
occasion.

Logan Garr,
Winner,
Chapter
High School
Youth Essay,
Receives
Trophy from
Bill Bosch

You Still Have Time to Write
Your Member Profile

GRHS Application
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Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application
Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives
Date_______________________

New Member______

Renewal Member______

Name or Names (if husband and wife)___________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name________________________________Birthday__________________Anniversary____________________
Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________________State________________Zip________________________
Phone #________________________Email Address_______________________________________________________
Please list me as a member of Black Hills Chapter

(or another Chapter___________________________________)

Ancestral Villages in Russia___________________________________________________________________________
Annual Membership Fee $65.
Life membership Fee $1300.

(Membership Fees are due annually on January 1.)
(You may pay Life Fee all at once or in not less than five annual payments of $260. )

Attached is my remittance of _____________________.
I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter by Email______or by US Mail_____ or Neither______
Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications and renewals to Rachel
Schmidt, GRHS Library & Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the
GRHS website at www.grhs.org .

Black Hills GRHS
Chapter News
1605 Palo Verde Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701-4461

Call 381-7224
if you no
longer wish
to receive this
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