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22nd Year Anniversary of this Newsletter!
15th Annual German Dinner—It Takes a Village

It really does take a village!
We must: Reserve venue at Blessed Sacrament Parish Center
a year in advance. Begin planning in November for the Dinner on
March 5, 2017. Obtain beer license. Print tickets and pass them
out in December. Sell 700 tickets. Purchase disposable dinner and
kuchen plates, plastic tableware, coffee and water cups, and napkins. Wrap settings of tableware in napkins 800 times. Estimate
food needs and place orders.
Thursday, three days before the Dinner: Set out for Eureka, SD
to pick up 630 pounds of Kauk’s sausage and to Ashley, ND to get
215 Grandma’s kuchen. Power wash all containers. Wash, steam
and boil 300 pounds of potatoes. Peel and slice 168 pounds of onions to be fried. Chop up the uncut onion ends to be used in sauerkraut. Chop three commercial bags of parsley and three more of
green onions, both for German potato salad. Fry up 4 pounds
freshly ground bacon bits for potato salad. Total, 16 volunteers.
Friday: Measure out containers of dressing to be used for 24
ten-pound batches of potato salad. 19 volunteers peel all those
potatoes in one hour. 5 more then cut out any remaining eyes and
blemishes. 4 more slice the potatoes and mix in the dressing.
Grate two galloons of potatoes for sauerkraut. Return from across
the state with frozen sausage and kuchen. Total, 27 volunteers.
Saturday: Unload kuchen and sausage. Arrange 51 tables,
each seating eight people. Put decorations in center of each table
and set out 408 placemats. Decorate the
(See Village, Page 3)

Kuchen Anyone?
MEETING PROGRAM 23 APRIL 2017
Faith Lutheran Church, 17 Indiana St., Rapid City, SD, 1pm

Inside!

President’s Message
Wedding Dances
Black Hills Chapter has never before had a cooking demo
for a Program. Making strudels is an art, especially when it Youth Committee Report
comes to making the dough thin enough to read headlines
German Persecution
through. And don’t expect Hilda’s strudels to be a dessert.
in WWI $ WWII
German Russian strudels are not fruit filled but rather are
Dee Holmberg Sick
a starch substitute used in the main course.
Library News
Refreshment Committee
2017 CONVENTIONS
Membership Report
will serve coffee and goodies.
Members whose names begin with GRHS 12-16 July, Bismarck, ND
AHSGR 28-31 August, Milwaukee,WI Schneider Tours End
L through Z please bring food.
Come Make Strudels with Hilda Sieler
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President’s Message

Dear Members of Black Hills Chapter,
Congratulations to our chapter for completing another
President: Milt Kramer
successful
German Dinner. I wish to thank each and eve(605)-343-0654
ry one of you who contributed time and labor to this
mkramer@rap.midco.net
event. It is one of the premiere public events in Rapid
Vice President: Del Beck
(605)-718-2603
City. We are looking forward to next year but we need to
beckshausrc@gmail.com
look at involving more able bodied people (members) to
Secretary: Ken Vogele
help with some of the labor intensive parts of the din(605) 348-4518
ner. We seem to run out of steam too soon! PLEASE, if
ken@vogelefamily.info
asked to help, please do so.
Treasurer: Dave Feist
I want to remind all members to complete their Member
(605) 348-4013
Profiles.
You will be contacted directly with a phone call to
davefeist48@yahoo.com
ask if you have completed the Profile, and if not, how can we help to compete
Board Members:
this task. A completed Profile was mailed to me just a few days ago and
Bill Bosch
some of the information in this Profile was really entertaining and interesting. I
(605) 641-9301
knew a lot more about this person than I did before reading the Profile. When
wbosch@spe.midco.net
Lianne Geidel
this project is complete you will all enjoy reading about our members. Each
(605) 381-5727
and every story is unique.
liannegeidel@hotmail.com
We have the GRHS Convention coming in July. At this Convention we will
Bernie Lambert
again
have a silent auction to raise money for GRHS. Think about donating
(605) 343-5454
lamberber@rushmore.com an item to this auction. If you have an item that is unique, please consider
Leah Rennell
helping. A suggestion was made that maybe you have an extra copy of your
(307) 660-4082
family genealogy that would be a great help to others. If you have an item or
lrennell@midco.net
items, please call me at 605-431-4322 so I can pick it up and transport it to
Deb Roberts
Bismarck. Any item will be appreciated. By the way, the Convention is in Bis(605) 716-1591
marck from July 12 to 16. You should by now have the registration packet so
debbidoll6@hotmail.com
Newsletter Editor
please consider attending.
Ken Vogele
We have our chapter meeting April 23rd. This meeting is always at Faith
1605 Palo Verde Drive
Lutheran
beginning at 2:00 p.m. Oh, by the way, please bring a guest.
Rapid City SD 57701-4461
As aways, GRHS needs new members. Don't be afraid to ask someone
Web Master
to join. Thanks for being a part of the best chapter in GRHS.
Milt Kramer
Dave Feist

Chapter Officers

New Easier Chapter
Web Address:

www.bhgrhs.org
Anyone who is
interested in the work
of the Germans from
Russia Heritage
Society is welcome to
attend our Chapter
meetings.

BHGRHS

News

Youth Committee News

We have seven entries in our chapter essay contest
this year. One is from a middle school student in Lennox,
SD and the other six are from Elke Kuegle’s German class
at Douglas High School.
Del Beck talked to Elke’s class and he and Elke are
hereby congratulated and thanked for their work with her
students. We thank all the other chapter members, teachers and parents who encouraged students to submit essays even if they did not do so this year. Maybe they will
consider our contest again next year.
Chapter winners will be announced and awarded their
prizes and trophies at our June 25, 2017 Black Hills Chapter meeting. Entries
in the Black Hills Chapter Contest are also entered in the GRHS Youth Essay
Contest. Winners of that contest will be announced at the 2017 GRHS Convention which will be held in Bismarck on July 12–16, 2017.
We will sponsor a contest again next year and we ask all of you to start
thinking about students you might convince to submit an essay next March. If
you attend gatherings or associate with groups that might help us spread the
word about our contest, please give them one of our fliers. We will have the
2017 editions available by our chapter meeting on April 23.
Bill Bosch, Chair

BH Chapter Committee
Reports and News
Membership Report

Thanks to those who have renewed their membership since last report. Some
non-renewals remain, so, we
look forward to gaining several
more paid memberships soon.
Some folks who have been active members (Norma Merkel
and Meta Brady) will not be renewing due to health-related
issues. We thank them for their
contributions to this great chapter and wish them well.
Now, let us turn our attention
to gaining new members. Many local citizens are
descendants of Germans from Russia. Please
make it a point to tell them about our mission to preserve our heritage. We have a goal of gaining ten
new members this year. Will you help this chapter
achieve this goal.?
Del Beck, Membership Chair

Library News

On April 23, 2017 at 1:00 p.m., the Black Hills
Chapter Library will open for your reading pleasure
or research needs with maps, books, DVD’s and
even a game to test your board game skills.
The Library has purchased Prairie Mosaic, An
Ethnic Atlas of Rural North Dakota by William C.
Sherman, priest and also retired sociology professor from ND State University. He wrote this book
with research help from his students. His research
covered the rural ethnic population of North Dakota
in the year 1965 and shows the detailed information
with maps and pictures. This is a book you probably don’t want to sit down and read from cover to
cover but to research the areas and ethnic groups
that are of most interest to you. It’s a most fascinating work of research!
Ken Vogele donated German Farm Economy in
the Black Sea Region by Alexander Vaatz. Cleon Oschner
translated the work from German into English. This booklet
is interesting in that it was published in Nazi Germany in
1942. It is a study of German
economic conditions from early
colonization in the Black Sea
area into the early 1900’s and
how agriculture developed and
survived the many Russian
rules, laws and revolutions. Its
purpose was to “help awaken an understanding and
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respect for these (German) agricultural workers and
their performance, who faithfully and undauntedly
plied their trade despite acts of violence perpetrated
against them from the Bolsheviks.”
Kathy Schneider, Chapter Librarian

Dee Holmberg Sick

Long time member Dee Holmberg, famous for
fabulous knoephla soup, among other German Russian staples, underwent emergency surgery for a
torn aorta on April 3rd. During surgery she suffered
a stroke. She is now out of the intensive care unit
and is making progress daily. Vi and Ken Stoltz are
keeping Dee’s Market open. You can send cards to
Dee at Rapid City Regional Hospital, 5th and Fairmont, Rapid City, SD 57701
Village (Contd. From page 1)
hall with Black Hills Chapter’s banner, with American, Ukrainian and German flags and with crepe
paper bows and tassels. Total, 9 volunteers.
Sunday, day of the Dinner: Fry up all the onions.
Load trays with 15 gallons of sliced dill pickles and
12 pounds of baby carrots. Begin preparing and
cooking 5 roasters containing 18 gallons of sauerkraut. Arrange 52 dozen whole wheat buns in baskets. Fry up bread cubes to be added to knoephla
just before serving. Begin preparing 168 pounds of
knoephla in 14 warming trays. Add 18 quarts of
heavy cream 30 minutes before serving. Boil, fry up
and cut the sausage. Fill 51 pitchers with water and
ice. Make untold gallons of regular and decaf coffee. Two 6-gallon kegs of Schell dark and one 8gallon keg of Schell light beer are readied for sale.
The Dinner itself: The New Horizons Band
warms up in the lobby and begins playing old time
favorites as guests file in. The rush of ticket holders
begins 15 minutes early at 3:45 pm. Guests file
through the food line and find their tables. Coffee is
served and water replenished. The first seating
ends at 5 pm and the rush of the second seating
starts even before the official starting time of 5:30.
Whew! It’s all over but the shouting at 6:30 except
for feeding some straggling volunteers. Many
guests enjoy Maistub (pleasant conversation) for an
hour or so after eating. About 7 pm there is a mad
rush to remove decorations, clean tables, spiff the
kitchen and pack up to go home. The last of us
leave at 8:30 pm. We are bushed and will sleep well
tonight. Total—believe it or not!—55 volunteers, not
counting the 10 high school German students who
helped out.
Do we have another village in us for next year?
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Remember: GRHS Dues

Cleaning Up?

German Dinner Photos

German Russian History
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Wedding Dances & “der Schenker”

the barn. But damage was usually minimal and the
celebration a good beginning to a happy new couby Milt Ost
Wedding dances in our Mercer County German- ple to add joy to the neighborhood.
Russian locale were a big social affair. Weddings
were usually late Sunday afternoon, followed by
wedding supper in the bride's house (remember,
churches had no basement or fellowship hall) and a
dance. The dance was normally held in a large
granary or else in the hayloft of a big barn that was
cleared out, and all the relatives and the whole
neighborhood were invited.
Occasionally, if the reception was smaller, the
furniture in the bride's house was pushed back or
moved out of the parlor or living room and an accordion-guitar-fiddle combo provided zesty celebratory
music. They typically began around seven or so,
after farm chores were done, and often ran until
dawn when sandwiches and kuchen were served
Preparing Kuchen at Cultural Expo
and the guests departed for morning chores at
home or to sleep off "hochzeit celebration." All ages
danced, from old and heavy to young and wild. Infants were laid to sleep on the beds in the house
BH CHAPTER BIRTHDAYS
and watched by several young girls assigned to the
APRIL & MAY
task and often rotating in shifts so all could share in
Cindy Horning
4/15
Christal Hexem
5/4
the celebration.
Bonita Ley
4/18
Connie Benson
5/5
Usually the bride's family chose two men--often
Mildred Halsey
4/20
Roland Koenig
5/10
uncles of the bride--to be roving drink servers,
Ken Vogele
5/1
Meta Brady
5/26
called "Schenkers,” literally "pourers." They were
Dave Feist
5/3
officially designated by wearing red or black armbands which were ladies' garters. They carried a
ANNIVERSARIES
bottle of homemade Redeye called Hochzeit
Schnapps and a shot glass and mingled among the
Dave and Sandy Feist
4/19
revelers, handing drinks to any adults who wanted
Darrell and Meta Brady
5/4
one, in fact often urging drinks on the guests for
Allen and Anita Kleinsasser
5/19
"gemütlichkeit," quicker merriment.
One glass served all and saw no washing during
Christal Hexem is BH Chapter’s
the night, but of course the 180-proof alcohol took
Sunshine Gal
care of any stray germs. Children were not served-Call
716-6156
or
email:
chexem@midco.net
though often they begged--and women seldom acwith your info or if you know of an illness or special
cepted, showing matronly reserve. The Schenkers
occasion.
served through the night or until their stock ran out-again, remember there were no legal driving limits,
but fortunately accidents were rare.
. Persecution of Germans in America
The Redeye was usually made by neighborhood
During WWI and WWII
experts--a gift passed on father to son, and was an
On this, the 100th anniversary of the United
integral part of those happy gatherings which States’ entrance into WWI (April 2017), we are rebrought the whole neighborhood into closer bond- minded of the persecution suffered by some of our
ing. The merriment on occasion led to fights. Maybe German Russian forbears right here in the US. Both
somebody danced too close, or too many dances, here and abroad, WWI was considered to be a war
and young wannabe beaus got upset, or old neigh- against Germany (and not so much against its allies
borhood grudges suddenly loomed large in a Red- the Austro-Hungarian Empire, Bulgaria and the Oteyed brain and it needed to be settled out behind toman Empire) so it is not surprising that people of
(See next page)
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Election of Board Members 23 April.
Call Milt Kramer if interested in running.

German ethnicity, in particular, were singled out for
suspicion.
Already in June 1917, the US Congress passed
the Espionage Act which prohibited interference in
military affairs and support of US enemies in wartime. With the growth of anti-German hysteria, Congress passed the Sedition Act of 1918 which extended the proscriptions of the Espionage Act to
include saying or writing anything against the US or
its war effort. The states also got into the act. In this
regard, Gordon Iseminger writes:
“State Councils of Defense, the American Defense Society, and other organizations launched a
drive to abolish the teaching of the German language - the "Kaiser's tongue" - in the nation's
schools, because to teach it was to give aid and
comfort to the enemy. According to a poll taken by
the Literary Digest, 149 schools had done so by
March 1918. William G. Bek's German courses at
the University of North Dakota were not canceled,
but he had few students and he suffered the humiliation of knowing that the study of German was being prohibited in all of the state's high schools.”1
History professor Rich Loftus of Mount Marty
College in Yankton noted recently in an interview
with Randy Dockendorf of the Yankton Daily Press
& Dakotan that “‘There was a hyper form of nationalism…In South Dakota, the teaching of all foreign
languages was made illegal. Bands couldn’t play
German music, even from composers like Beethoven…We had book burnings in downtown Yankton.
The kids were throwing books into the Missouri River…Rhine Creek was re-named Marne Creek.’”2
In researching letters from WWI, “Loftus found a
minority of people in Wentworth (a village in southeast SD) didn’t support the war. Their farm buildings were painted yellow overnight to indicate cowardice, and the windows of their German Lutheran
school were painted yellow…(T)he local newspaper
printed the names of those who purchased war
bonds...Those who didn’t buy bonds and whose
names weren’t in the paper found their barns painted yellow…And they were called by the slang term
of ‘slackers’ for not supporting the war.”2
“The World War I era didn’t provide for conscientious objectors. Members of pacifist religions, such
as Mennonites and Hutterites, were imprisoned for
refusing to serve in the military. Members of those
faiths even died in prison.”2 George Will gives a
stark example from the PBS documentary Great
War:
“Josef Hofer and his two brothers were South
Dakota Hutterites whose faith forbade any involve-

ment in war, including wearing a military uniform.
They were arrested in March 1918, and a week after the armistice they were sent to Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. Arriving at the military prison around
midnight, they stood naked for hours in a 17-degree
November night. Then they were suspended naked
from the bars of their cells, their feet barely touching the ground, refusing to wear the uniforms left in
their cells. Fed only bread and water, after two
weeks David Hofer was allowed to telegraph to
Josef’s wife, telling her that her husband was dying.
He died the morning after she arrived. Prison
guards mocked his corpse by dressing it in a uniform.”3
In South Dakota, Hutterite colonies were raided
and cattle and supplies were taken for the war effort. “Since it was compulsory, Hutterites sent their
young men to military camps, but they didn’t allow
them to obey any military commands or wear a uniform. At Camp Funston, the men were beaten and
tortured, dragged by their hair, and even chased by
motorcycles until they
dropped from exhaustion. They were hung
by their feet above water so that they nearly
drowned.”4 This persecution
was
bad
enough, but when
South Dakota began
“proceedings to annul
their corporation charters,” Hutterite colonies began moving to
Canada. “Twelve colonies left…in 1918.
Four more colonies
followed and by 1934
only Bon Homme Colony remained.”5
Iseminger relates that “The governor of Iowa forbade the speaking of German on streetcars, over
the telephone, or anywhere else in public. In South
Dakota, concern over the loyalty of the large German population in the state prompted the state
Council for Defense to prohibit the use of German
in all public conversations. The language could be
spoken over the telephone only in cases of extreme
emergency. After much protest, the ban was relaxed to allow a fifteen minute summary of the sermon in German at the conclusion of a worship service. So many restrictions were placed on foreign
language newspapers under the provisions of the

(See next page)

Chapter Picnic 19 August 2017
Fairway Hills Party House
Trading-with-the-Enemy Act of October 6, 1917,
that by the middle of 1918 practically every German
language newspaper in the country was forced either to adopt a pro-government editorial policy or to
maintain a judicious silence on all questions relating
to the war.1
“It became more ridiculous. In a frenzy of misguided enthusiasm, hamburgers were renamed
"liberty sandwiches" and sauerkraut became "liberty
cabbage." Children no longer contracted "German"
measles, but the more virulent "liberty" strain of the
disease. Dachshunds, by an accelerated process of
selective breeding, became "liberty pups," that is for
those unpatriotic enough to own one. In North Dakota, some little thought was given to changing the
name of the capital city. "Bismarck" was unacceptable to many, because it conjured up images of Teutonism and Blood and Iron.”1
Fortunately, discrimination against German Russians was not universal. In towns and villages
where the population was predominantly German
Russian, anti-German sentiment had little effect.
For example, I have personally questioned a handful of people from Lowry, SD and none of them recognized mistreatment during WWI. Their world was
simply too insulated from the outside world where
anti-German hysteria was rife.
There was considerably less persecution of German Russians during WWII. By that time, most German Russians spoke English, especially the younger ones, and had become acculturated as Americans. Furthermore, they lived far from the coasts
and thus were considered less likely to be espionage threats. Still, it is little known that some Germans were interned in addition to the well-known
Japanese internments.
“In the 1940 US census, some 1,237,000 persons identified as being of German birth; 5 million
persons had both parents born in Germany; and 6
million persons had at least one parent born in Germany. German immigrants had not been prohibited
from becoming naturalized United States citizens
and many did so. The large number of German
Americans of recent connection to Germany, and
their resulting political and economical influence,
have been considered the reason they were spared
large-scale relocation and internment. The West
Coast Japanese Americans numbered about
120,000 and were expelled from the coast and incarcerated for years in camps…Although the War
Department (now the Department of Defense) considered mass expulsion of ethnic Germans and ethnic Italians from the East or West coast areas for
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reasons of military security, it did not follow through
with this. The numbers of people involved would
have been overwhelming to manage. A total of
11,507 people of German ancestry were interned
during the war.”4
German American civilians were not interned in
large camps as were the Japanese. Rather, they
were held in scattered locations across the US.
There were no internment camps for German
American civilians in South Dakota but, in North
Dakota, they were interned at Ft. Lincoln south of
Mandan and in Nebraska at Good Shepherd Convent in Omaha and at Ft. Crook which is now the
site of Offutt Airforce Base.4
I believe there is a lesson to be learned here. It
is said that “Those who cannot remember the past
are condemned to repeat it.” Much the same hysteria is today being directed against the 3.3 million
Muslims currently living in America, almost all of
whom, like our German Russian ancestors before
them, are law abiding, loyal citizens. Understanding
where we came from will hopefully keep us from
becoming caught up in the anti-Muslim frenzy that
is prominent in our country today.
(Photo from “Liberty Bonds,” Wikiipedia.)
1. Iseminger, Dr. Gordon. "Are we Germans, or
Russians, or Americans?" North Dakota History 59,
(1992) 2-16. (Permission granted to publish by
State Historical Society of ND.)
2. Dockendorf, Randy, “WWI: 100.” Yankton Daily
Press & Dakotan, April 6, 2017. (Permission granted to publish.)
3. Will, George, “PBS looks at the ‘Great War’ experience” Rapid City Journal, April 9, 2017.
4. Maendel, Dora & Jesse Hofer, “History, World
War
I.”
Hutterian
Bretheren.
http://
www.hutterites.org/history/
5. Riley, M. P. & J. R. Stewart, “The Hutterites:
South Dakota’s Communal Farmers.” Bulletin of
SDSU Agricultural, Experiment Station, Feb. 1,
1966, p. 9.
6. “Internment of German Americans.” Wikipedia,
March 11, 2017. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
Internment_of_German_Americans.

Schneider LLC Tours Disbands

There won’t be any Schneider LLC Tours in the future since my Limited Liability Company has been
terminated. I have appreciated the opportunity to
provide tours to those who visited their ancestral
villages while Schneider LLC Tours was a legal entity. It has been a pleasure to travel with you.
Bob Schneider

GRHS Application
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Germans from Russia Heritage Society Membership Application
Preserving Our Heritage—Enriching Our Lives
Date_______________________

New Member______

Renewal Member______

Name or Names (if husband and wife)___________________________________________________________________
Maiden Name________________________________Birthday__________________Anniversary____________________
Street Address______________________________________________________________________________________
City________________________________________________State________________Zip________________________
Phone #________________________Email Address_______________________________________________________
Please list me as a member of Black Hills Chapter

(or another Chapter___________________________________)

Ancestral Villages in Russia___________________________________________________________________________
Annual Membership Fee $65.
Life membership Fee $1300.

(Membership Fees are due annually on January 1.)
(You may pay Life Fee all at once or in not less than five annual payments of $260. )

Attached is my remittance of _____________________.
I would like to receive the Black Hills GRHS Chapter Newsletter by Email______or by US Mail_____ or Neither______
Check for payment of GRHS dues should be made to GRHS. Please mail membership applications and renewals to Rachel
Schmidt, GRHS Library & Bookstore, 1125 W. Turnpike Ave., Bismarck ND 58501-8115. Dues can also be paid on line at the
GRHS website at www.grhs.org .

Black Hills GRHS
Chapter News
1605 Palo Verde Drive
Rapid City, SD 57701-4461

Please
Renew Your
2017 GRHS
Membership
Today!

BHGRHS
News

