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NEUSATZ (CRIMEA) (2)

Reprint of the history prepared by ]. Stach, and held in Georg Leibbrandt's collections of copies from the former archive of the
"Welfare committee.’
(Collection of Georg Leibbrandt, Vol 4, Woltner)

The German citizens, inclined to emigrate to Russia, assembled in Ulm in the summer of 1803. It was at the solicitation of
Commissioner Ziegler.(3) About 200 families from Wuerttemberg, lower Alsace, Rhine Bavaria and Baden boarded the ship.
Several conveyances took the emigrants down the Danube river to Galatz. From there to Dubassery (4) where they had to be
in quarantine (5) for 6 days. Late in the year, they reached Odessa and spent the winter in barracks.(6) These were the first
eight transports under the leaders Kompinis, Pasgal, Brittner and others.(7)

While passing through Turkey, the fourth transport which was attacked and robbed by Turkish natives, brought on the loss of
one life.

Some of the emigrants, about 60 families, had heard about the Crimea while still in the fatherland and harbored the wish to
settle there. They picked three individuals from amongst them and at the onset of spring, sent them to Crimea to check the
place of settlement. The area was undomesticated but found inviting. The hills and woods resembled the ones in their native
land. The rest of the emigrants followed them later in the spring under the leadership of Inspector Hastver.(8) Some traveled
by land, most of them by water. The ones traveling by water landed in Kasslow (9) (Eupatoria). From there, they moved to
the settlement assigned to them by the crown, reaching their destination on May 25, 1804. It was land purchased by General
Rosenberg.(10) They all moved into the huts of the former occupants until spring of 1905. Some of them moved to Rosental,
Sudak (11), Odus (12), Herzenberg (13) and other areas. Only 28 families remained for settlement. 23 were from
Wuerttemberg, the districts of Tuebingen, Reutlingen and Backnang of Lutheran confession, 5 from lower Alsace and Rhine
Bavaria, reformed confession. Later 4 more families from Wuerttemberg and 2 from Baden came to the settlement. Finally, 6
sons of the early settlers received a farmstead bringing the total to 38.(14)



In spring of 1804, they started constructing the houses and gave this new settlement in the Crimea the name Neusatz.

Neusatz is 3 miles east of the district and governmental city of Simpferopol. At the same distance into the opposite direction, is
the Tartar city of Karasubazar toward the northern cliffs of the Crimea mountains. In a more westerly direction of the
mountains a creek was stretching northward. The water of the creek supplies the water for the gardens, fields, meadows and
also supports a mill, an income for the community. On the slopes of the mountains, sheltered from the wind, are vineyards and
orchards. Toward the north of the land, one finds a large sector of woods and shrubs. The shrubs are being removed. To the
west, one finds rather level, fertile farmland. To the south side there is a beautiful forest. The land is productive. However,

to harvest a good crop, one cannot neglect fertilization. Only a few areas have infertile ground. It is where the soil is too
shallow over the rocks. The village is provided with two springs containing healthy water. Many farmers have their own
fountain in their yards. Besides land received for use from the crown, the community owns a profitable estate. They
purchased it with their own resources. The acreage borders the crown land and measures 418 Desjatines. It divides to about
11 Desjatines per farmer.(15)

At their arrival in Neusatz, the emigrants found the area rather untamed, overgrown with hedges and shrubs. Russians,
Tartars and Nogaziens (16) who inhabited the area, had maintained themselves from their herds and from farming. The huts
the natives had left were conformed into living quarters for the German settlers. The fields, seeded by the Russians, had to be
harvested but they did not make good use of it. They lacked the means used to in the fatherland nor were they accustomed to
the Tartar's equipment.

It was a destitute time for the settlers. They had depleted the resources they had brought. Some even had none to begin

with. They each did have 210 Rubel credit for building of houses, 105 Rubel of advance and 10 Kopek daily for food per
person. However, that soon was used up too.(17) Mostly, they were poor trades men, unfamiliar with farming and thus went
atitall wrong.(18) They were illiterate of the local language. Constantly, they had to fear that the neighbors would steal their
horses from the barns, the cattle off the pastures, the potatoes from the fields or mistreatment.

Just as destitute was the morality of the colony. There was no teacher or preacher who could have encouraged them through
the words of God. No one to inspire their foundation of faith or attack the unruliness.(19) Because of the good training in their
youth, the need for such stirred. They did not want their children to grow up without schools, like the locals did. They chose
the best suited amongst them to be administrator (20), to run the school and church, to baptize and bury.

From time to time, the Colony was visited by Pastors Zehlink (21) and Biller (22), who gave the holy communion, confirmed



the children, and married the couples until Pastor Hornburg (23) settled there in 1812. Pastor Hornburg held church services
in a private house. He moved away already after two years.

Neusatz was spared from the pest that raged the Crimea during 1812. Instead they have great lack of food the next spring. It
noticeably reduced their stock of cattle. Prosperity kept increasing during the following years. In learning the language of the
Tartars, they were able to make use of the locals who worked as servants and daily wage earners. That enabled them to farm
more successfully, with that and having gained more experience, they were able to bring in more profitable harvests. On top of
that, the seasons were ideal. The sun shone and it rained at the right times.

Even though prosperity was growing, the cultural part took steps backwards. Until 1822, the community was without a
pastor. Then pastor Boerlin, who was energetic and busy in serving his profession with blessings, arrived. Four years later
though, to the lamentation of the community, he fell off a wagon and died.(24)

The schoolhouse, built prior to Pastor Boerlin's arrival, was also used for church services. At Pastor Boerlin's presence, the
regime permitted a credit in the sum of 4, 532 Rubel to build a new parish. In 1825, construction of the church started and
was completed with revenue provided by the community itself. On 15 November 1825, Pastor Boerlin was able to dedicate
the new church.(25)

Two years after Boerlin's death in 1828, pastor Flenitzer became the alternate (26) but he moved away after a few years. In
1831, Pastor Kylius (27) was appointed Pastor for the parish of Neusatz. He has served as preacher to the community now for
17 years.

During the years of 1819 and 1821, the colony experienced devastation from swarms of grasshoppers. There were several
cattle epidemics, which most of the community had to suffer by. Late in 1847, nerve fever ravaged the colony and only few
families were spared. The following years brought a measles (28) outbreak amongst the children.

Potatoes were the main source of income of the local colonists.(29) This product easily sold in the neighboring cities and
added a lot to the prosperity of the Colony. However, prosperity is hindered because of sparse growth during the past few
years. In 1847, yield was lower than the ones of prior years. Presently, the crops look good and promise hope for a blessed
harvest.

Neusatz, April 25, 1848
Mayor: P. Boeshans



Assistant: Friedrich Bub Deputies: Christian Gnom, Wendell Boeshans
(Author), Teacher: Johann Adam Fritz

NOTES TO THE NEUSATZ HISTORY (Russian items are not translated)
(1) Not applicable to this report.
(2) Russian name: Tschukurtscha

(3) According to Skal'kovskij a. a. O. Vol. 2, Page 57, Ziegler had been sent to Russia to first ask for protection for himself and
his fellow country men who were willing to emigrate. - The Russian Regime took in 2990 colonist from Germany and
Switzerland in 1803. Compare Varadinov a. a. 0. Vol 1, page 109

(4) = Dubossary, the former border city of Russia

(5) All emigrants had to undergo a quarantine period starting May 18, 1802. Compare [ PSZ Vol. 27, No. 20268. - In 1803,
Alexander I ordered to not suppress the emigrants too much while in Quarantine. Compare [ PSZ Vol. 27, No. 20988, P. 5

(6) Compare I PSZ Vol. 27, No. 20988. P. 4

(7) The Russian ambassador in Regensburg was instructed because of the high cost of transportation to transport only about
20 to 30 families, at the cost of the crown, to the Russian border. Aside the travel expenses, the colonists did not get any
further money support. Compare Storch a. a. 0. Vol 7, Petersburg 1805, Page 237 - about Kompinis (Gambini) compare [ PSZ
Vol. 27, No. 20988. -- Architect Pasqual is mentioned in 1822. Compare I PSZ Vol. 38, page 322. - Franz Bittner became head
mayor of the Liebental district, compare G. Leibbrandt: The German colonies in Cherson and Bessarabia. Stuttgart 1926, page
45 and 78, C. Keller: The German colonies in South Russia. Vol. 2, Odessa 1914, page 167 (however here the arrival date is
wrong)

(8) compare Malinowsky a. a. O. page 29 Hasper?

(9) The name of the Turkish Fort Guezleve was change by the Russian slang into Kozlow, compare Semenov-Tjan-Sanskij a. a.
0. Vol. 14, page 683



(10) Andreas Rosenberg was war governor of Cherson from 1803-1805 and also president of the Krimmer Inspection,
compare Skal'kovskij a. a. 0. Vol. 2 page 60 and 88. In 1804 he became supervisor over the colonies. Compare Varadinov a. a.
0.vol. 1, page 124 f and page 38 Add. 4 bottom of page 38 Add. 2

(11) through Sudak, compare below p. 51 f

(12) = Ogus. Itis noticeable that one won't find such German colony, founded in 1805, mentioned in the old indexes.

(13) compare below on page 54 f

(14) 1857: 15 farms (187 men) on 922 Desjatines and 24 no land families (125 men), compare Klaus a. a. O. insert 2, page 41

(15) The right to purchase land with farmers in Russia was extended to the German colonists on Dec. 12, 1801. However, with
the restriction to only be able to re-sell the self-purchased land to Russian citizens, if emigrating from Russia.

(16) German derivation from the Russian word ‘nogajey' "Nogaier"
(17) The amount of the advance from the crown seems to have been set up by the Welfare Committee. Compare [ PSZ Vol. 27,
No. 20988 (17 Oct. 1803)

(18) For that reason the Russian colonization politicians turned toward Quality Immigration on 20 Feb. 1804 (compare I PSZ
Vol. 28, No. 21163) All Russian missionaries in the foreign countries were instructed to quit soliciting. Only volunteer families
who could be exemplars in agriculture and trades and had a minimum wealth of 300 Gulden, were allowed to immigrate. Also
a limit of not more than 200 families per year was set. Compare Varadinov a. a. 0. Vol. 1, page 124. - though this rule had been
broken may times as the following reports will show.

(19) Support of the Lutheran and Catholic spiritual providers was over on 16 May 1801, by the Russian regime during the “free
years'. Compare [ PSZ Vol. 26, No. 19873. Yet it was extremely difficult to find suitable personalities for the colonies. Until
1811, there were only two evangelical parishes in the Black Sea region: 1. in Josephstal founded in 1789 by pastor Hiob Adolf
Kirchmann who emigrated along with the colonists. (compare Zapiski Odesskogo Obscestva Istorii I Drevnostej Vol 2, Odessa
1848, page 661) 2. in Odessa i.e. Grossliebental, where pastor Johann Christian Heinrich Pfersdorf served since 1803.
Compare among others: Fr. Bienemann: Becoming and Growing of a German colony in South Russia. History of the
Evangelical- Lutheran community in Odessa. Odessa 1893.



(20) Supervision of schooling in the colonies was a duty of the spiritual providers. (compare [ PSZ Vol. 26, No. 19873, 16 May,
1801) Also in 1801, it was decided that the school principal was to be paid by the community fund. However, the Russian
regime never made the effort to obtain worthy faculty. - Around 1825 schoolteacher Steinbrecht in Neusatz also took children
into his school from outside areas. He ran the School until 1830. Compare Doering a. a. O. page 229 and 264.

(21) Benjamin Zehling served from 1816 - 1840 in the Molotschna colonies, compare reports and news for the Evangelist
church in Russia Vol. 63, page 459.

(22) Karl Biller was the follower of Kirchman 1800 - 1826 in Josephstal, compare reports and news for the Evangelical Church
in Russia Vol. 63, 1910, page 451.

(23) Friedrich Hornborg, a Swede, served the then few existing evangelist communities in the Crimea, among others
Simferopol. 1814 - 1821 he was employed by the Finnish land community near St. Petersburg and after that at the Swedish
Finnish community in Narva. Compare reports and news for the Evangelic church in Russia Vol. 63, 1910, page 456 and (G.
Pingoud): The evangelical-Lutheran communities in Russia. Publication of the central committee of the support bank for
evangelical communities in Russia. Vol 1, Part 1, Petersburg 1909, page 327.

(24) Ursus Boerlin (1799-1826) sent by the Basel missionary institute (compare page 36, Add. 3) received in Neusatz also a
school pension. Compare Doering a. a. O. page 229 and on the bottom of page 33, add. 1

(25) The village communities were only allowed to use their means with the permission of the welfare contor i.e.
committees. All crop and money collections needed official authorization, compare I PSZ Vol. 26, No. 19873, May 16, 1801.

(26) Karl Friedrich Wilhelm Fletnitzer, born in Lausigk near Leipzig in 1800, studied at the Basel missionary institute from
1821 - 1824. After he was ordained in Stuttgart, he was chosen by the Missions committee to go to the Caucasus. Boettger,
however, succeeded to win him as assistant for Odessa. (compare page 66, Add. 4) he was confirmed as pastor for Neusatz on
Oct 12, 1827. Later he took over the leadership of the most needy church school in Odessa and in 1830 also the spiritual
catering of the Odessa community. On Jan 27, 1834, he became board member of the Welfare committee where he had the
responsibility to manage the church proceeds of the German colonies. He deserves major credits for wanting to establish a
small private seminar for teachers in the colonies for the school system. In 1868 he went back to Neusatz, were he died in
1872. Compare reports and news for the evangelical church in Russia vol. 6, 1844, page 70 f and vol. 63, 1910 page 468 f.
Bieneman a. a. O.



(27) Christian Friedrich Kylius from Baden was pastor in Zurichtal from 1829 - 1831. He died in Neusatz in 1854. Compare
reports and news for the evangelical church in Russia . vol. 63, 1910, page 467.

(28) assumable measles

(29) for history on the potato farming in Russia compare F. Istis: Istorija razvedenija kartolflja v Rossii (History of the potato
farming in Russia). In: Zurnal Ministerstva Vnutrennich De. (Journal of the interior ministerial) part 21, Petersburg 1848, page
268 - 283.
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