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Kol'chugino, Simferopol district, hosted celebrations to mark the 200th anniversary of the
German colony Kronental on September 17, 2010.

In 1810, on the river Bulganak German colonists founded a settlement Kronental, which later
became a thriving area of Crimea. At the beginning of the 20th century Estonian writer,
journalist and explorer Eduard Vilde, after visiting Kronental, noted the prosperity of the
colonists and the peaceful co-existence of Catholics and Lutherans (Kronental was the only
colony in Crimea, where representatives of two religions lived together).

Vilde said that the houses in the village were large, often two-storied, and their appearance
along with everything else was trim, clean and orderly. Also, the Kronental residents care only
for wheat, grapes and the income from it. He wrote that all Germans here were like "money
bags".

But it was not always like that. In the beginning the life in the colony was very hard. Crimean
archivists have studied the documents of numerous funds of the State Archive in Crimea, the
records of Novorossiysk Offices of Guardianship of Foreign Settlers, as well as the letters of
the Duke Armand Emmanuel du Richelieu to Samuel Khristianovich Kontenius. This latter
correspondence is extremely interesting in relation to the history of Kronental. The Duc de
Richelieu was the Main Administrator for the colonies of southern Russia for 10 years (1804-
1814), and Kontenius was the first and only Chief Justice of the “Novorossiysk Office of
Guardianship of Foreign Settlers” (1800-1818).

The idea to invite foreigners to Crimea belonged to Potemkin. Formed in 1784, the Taurian
region needed to be developed. Prince G. A. Potemkin reported to Catherine II: "This large and
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plentiful land in Russia does not have even a tenth of the inhabitants for its size." 2 On August
20, 1785, Potemkin prepared a plan for the Empress regarding the settlement of vacant land in
the Taurida region: “Doing my best in order to bring this country to a better condition, | have
written out the names of all colonists from different places who are knowledgeable in all parts
of the economy, so that they may serve as an example of the inhabitants.”

But the development of Taurida, and, especially, its colonization in those days could not be
successful: in 1787, Turkey declared war on Russia, which lasted until 1791, and the reign of
Paul | crossed out all the good undertakings of Catherine Il and Prince Potemkin.

With the accession of Alexander |, the Taurian province was created and foreigners were
invited to settle the land. The first German colonies were founded in the northern part of the
province on the Molotschna River, and in 1804-1805 the German colonists began arriving on
the Crimean peninsula. The first colonies were Neusatz, Friedenthal, and Rosenthal.

In March 1810 the chief superintendent of the southern colonies Richelieu wrote to Kontenius:
"l went to the Crimea, and made a purchase of a very beautiful land near the Ak-Mosque, on
the river, with the two mills and 3300 tithes of convenient land. This land is for 100 German
families, whom | want to settle there as soon as possible ... Find out if there are such colonists
among the families living in the vicinity of Ekaterinoslav, who would be willing to go there. | will
do the same here." The letter refers to the lands purchased for future colony Kronental. There
is a copy of the purchase deed that on March 1, 1810, was sealed by the landlord Konstantin
Stepanovich Kromida and the Taurida Governor Andrew M. Borozdin.®

The estate of Kromida was assigned to him as his eternal hereditary possession by decree of
Catherine 1l on November 29, 1788.° During his tenure on the lands Kromida’s estate was
called by its name - Konstantinovskaya.” According to the deed of purchase, Kromida sold
Borozdin for the future colony of Kronental on both sides of the river Bulganak crop- and hay
land, two stone mills, a stone barn for sheep, and of all - 3300 acres of land, and he received
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for his estate the sum of 15,000 rubles.?

On June 27, 1810 the Simferopol District Surveyor Chugutov informed Provincial Surveyor
Mukhin that he had laid out the German colony: "The village in fact is divided into four quarters,
each contains 15 yards, 180 sazhens in length, 20 sazhens in width...” But the houses still
needed to be built, the land to be sown, and the harvest to be reaped. But there was no
harvest for three years ...! The colonists were desperate: they believed that the land was not
fertile, and in the fourth year they did not even sow it.°

Richelieu writes to Kontenius: "I'm coming, my dear friend, from a trip to the Crimea, where |
did not have time to check the state of the colonists in Kronental, who gave me a petition,
which states, that in the place where they settled, they had no harvest for 3 years, and that
they wish to be placed in the former colonies. | would be very happy if you could make a short
trip to the Crimea and study this situation in detail ."'® Kontenius did the errand for Richelieu.
After receiving his report, Richelieu wrote: "l am not in the least surprised by what you tell me
about the character of the land Kronental, | have studied it carefully before buying, | have
questioned the local Tatars about it, and had not noticed anything that would cause me to think
that this land was barren. It is very annoying, that these people have not sown this land this
year, which is very fruitful, but | hope you will insist that they should gain their livelihood in the
neighboring villages.""

Of course, the Guardianship Office supported them, by providing them with money for food,
children with meat, and paid for their treatment in the hospital in Simferopol.

To improve the situation of the colonists they were allowed to rent the mills to the villager
Moses Morozov and excess land to the Tatars, and for the rental proceeds to buy white
breeding sheep. Kontenius wrote to the Guardianship Office: "Regarding the sheep-breeding in
the Crimean colony Kronental ...:| am stating, that this colony with abundant land and poorer
than all others, can indeed improve their condition through the spreading of sheep-breeding.""?
And they succeeded! Sheep farming, arable farming, viticulture, winemaking, and gardening
became the occupations of the Kronental residents in the subsequent years. With time, the
colony became prosperous. The orchards were planted on 170 tithes of land, and the
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vineyards numbered 360,000 of shrubs. In favorable years, the colonists received from 8000 to
12000 buckets of wine. Eduard Vilde, who visited Kronental, wrote: "Wheat and wine - that's
what made the Crimean Germans rich. Previously, they have also worshiped the sheep."

The richest in Kronental were the brothers Schneider and their numerous relatives. In the
Crimea they rose from poverty to great wealth. Franz Schneider had three estates, bakery and
hotels in Simferopol, Nicholas Schneider arranged dachas on his own land on the Black Sea
shore (Near Eupatoria), and rented them to the tourists, improving this way the coastline. The
Schneider family was known not only as big landowners, they were engaged in social activities
and charity.

It should be explained that the town, where the Kronental colony is located, had another official
name - the Bulganak village, Bulganak district. Some researchers believe that Kronental was
renamed as Bulganak in 1915, during the First World War, when all settlements that had
German names were renamed. This is not true. The matter was that the certain procedure
preceded the legitimation of the settlements’ denomination, which the Kronental residents
either has not started at all, or has not finished.

Prior to 1891 in statistical documents, materials on administrative-territorial division they have
written the Bulganak village (Kronental) or: the Kronental colony (the Bulganak village). In
1891, the Taurian provincial board identified "the settlements, bearing non-Russian names and
who got those names from owners without a specific permit from the authorities, are to be
renamed for the titles ... more suitable to the character of these settlements in the historical
meaning."™ Kronental became Bulganak.

Archival documents show: the village was expanding, the number of households was growing,
and the population was increasing: there were 58 households; 294 residents in 1864; in 1915 —
84 households and 1048 residents in the colony.

There were 2 schools in the colony - one each for Lutheran and Catholic children, 2 churches -
Lutheran and Catholic, a hospital, a veterinary station, equestrian station, and shops. There
was the local court and the village constable in the village. The Crimean archive contains a list
of households in the village of Bulganak by 1917. In that list the following names appear:
Ehreiser, Zeissler, Morast, Beser, Koehler, Hoffmann, Waltz, Fischer, Miller, Reinhard, Weiss
and lots of Schneider. Based on the Russian Agricultural Census of 1917, the Bulganak village
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had a total of 148 householders.™

This is how the colony looked like until in November 1920 the Soviet regime was established
on the peninsula. The years of 1921 and 1922 became the hardest: a terrible famine struck the
Crimean towns and villages. It did not bypass Kronental either. In his correspondence with the
Soviet authorities, Ivan S. Schneider mentioned: "Owned by me my house in the village
Bulganak... | sold it to Zeissler in February 1922 ... but due to the fact that the sale of the
house was made by me under the influence of hunger, this deal was recognized by the court
non-binding.... "' In Crimea, 51,612 people died of starvation, among them were 1506
Germans.

Since the beginning of collectivization the residents of Kronental united themselves in the
collective farm "Deutsche-Kameraden", which included 212 households. In 1926, 16 of
householders of Bulganak left the village and formed near their native village another village,
which, at their request the Central Election Commission of the Autonomous Republic of
Crimea assigned the name Neufeld."’

Being successful farmers, Crimean Germans suffered during collectivization, the repressive
measures against "kulaks" did not bypass the residents of Bulganak. Just one example: In
1930 the 63-year-old Nikolaus Birn was deprived of his electoral rights "for the exploitation of
wage labor in the previous years"; his farm was considered a kulak and was "taxed
individually." '8 Not waiting for the application of even tougher crackdowns, N. I. Birn along with
his wife and daughters hid; their house and property were transferred to the collective farm.

In 1931, the population of Bulganak was already mixed, the population of the village consisted
of 928 people, where 771 were Germans, 111 Russians, 5 Greeks and 41 others. ' The
collective farm of " Deutsche-Kameraden" united farmers of several localities, and was
considered to be a large-scale one; it was decided to split it into two farms, the Thelmann
collective farm and the Engels collective farm. The residents of Bulganak were assigned to the
last one.?°

In 1933, the deputy chairman of the collective farm Nikolai I. Schweiger was arrested (the new
wave of repressions came), the groom (the former landowner) V. M. Schneider was arrested at
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the same time, the storekeeper (the former manager of the Schneider’s estate) A. V. Gordok,
the miller (former big landowner) N. N. Beser, the motorist (former landowner) N. M.
Schneider, N. M. Neigum, T. T. Hoffmann, and S. A. Schneider. The indictment says: "united in
a closely knit group" with the aim of undermining the power of the collective farm and its
collapse. A. V. Gordok was sentenced to death and after a retrial the sentence was replaced
by 10 years in the camps. N. M. Schneider was sentenced to deportation to the North for 5
years, the rest to imprisonment in a concentration camp from 5 to 2 years.21

In 1934, the Regional Party Committee decided to strengthen the leadership in the German
collective, pursuant to which control of political and educational works was conducted in the
German villages. The inspection stated: "In the village Bulganak the collective farm chairman
Fust is weak and must be replaced, except agro technical training circle there are no other
training activities organized, veterinarian study has not been established (there is a horse farm,
a swine farm and a dairy farm in the village). The Farm Club is an abandoned piece land;
farmers, especially the elderly ones, do not go to the club (as the club is in the house of
prayer), even some young people, visiting the club in the evenings, do not dare to dance ...
Socialist competition during the winter time is not developed, and is not organized, somehow
they believe that there are no objects for a competition in the winter. There are competition
activities among neither foremen, nor grooms, nor blacksmiths ..."%

In 1937, the 4th Congress of Crimean Farmers was held. The Engels collective farm was
represented at the Congress by chairman A. Morast, the head of laboratory, |. Bezel and the
sheep farm foreman S. Nagal. The reference of the delegate A. Morast stated: "Thanks to the
good organization of work, the timely processing of fields [he] has achieved an increased crop
capacity in the farm, the vineyard of 32 hectare was put in order, Grape yield — [is] 45 quintals
per hectare. There is a sheep farm of 711 head. "%

A few months later arrests began in Bulganak. In the spring of 1938 a group of believers met
with the visiting Pastor Witt. Church activists were arrested. They were accused of involvement
in anti-Soviet sabotage and Nazi organization by former pastor Witt and priest Frison. M. I.
Neigum, A.P. Neigum, P. S. Neigum, S. M. Hoffman, S. I. Miller, A. M. Hoffman, G. A.
Weidner, A. N. Hermes, I. G. Wiedrich, I. I. Waltz, V. G. Grunewald, A. |. Zeissler, and K. D.
Weigum were arrested at first. Eighty-two year old S. M. Hoffmann died in the prison hospital
on May 12, 1938, the rest were killed on August 28, 1938. According to this case 80 falsely
accused villagers from Bulganak, Temesh and Ulan-Eli were arrested. They were all shot on
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September 28, 1938.2% In 1958, at an additional trial, it was found that all of them were
repressed ill founded on the basis of forged materials.*

At the outbreak of World War Il in 1941, the German population of the Crimea was deported
beyond the peninsula, and the colony Kronental (Bulganak) in 1945 received a new name -
Kolchugino.

Translated by Matthew Klee and Evgenia Kramarenko
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