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Beresan District of Odessa, South Russia. 

 Volume 8 Issue 2                                           October 2003 

Beresan District Villages 
(Those in bold are first villages.) 

Alexanderfeld, Alexandrovka, Annenthal, Annovka, 
Antonowka, Bagdanovka, Bendeerhof, Biswanje, Christina, 
Christofovka, Domaneveka, Dvorjanka, Eigengut, 
Felsenburg, Friedrichstal, Gaaregai, Gotta, Gradenfeld, 
Grise, Guldendorf,  Halbstadt, Heck, Hoffnungstal, 
Hoffnung, Hoffnungsburg, Johannestal, Kantakusenka, 
Kapitanovka, Karlevka, Karlsruhe, Katharinental, Kavkas, 
Klein Karlsruhe, Klundovo, Kratovka, Landau, Lerisk, 
Lichtenfeld, Lubo-Alexandrovka, Manov, Marienfeld, 
Marlanavka, Michaelowka, Munchen, Navaselevka,  
Neu Karlsruhe, Neu Lustdorf, Neu Munchen, Neu 
Rohrbach, Neu Speyer, Neu Worms, Neusatz, Novo-
Amerika, Novonikolajevka, Olgino, Otschakov, Petrowka, 
Pokrovskaja, Rastadt, Rohrbach, Rosenthal, Savidovka, 
Schlosser, Schmatz, Schonfeld, Sebastiansfeld, Selingera, 
Skarupka, Sjepucha, Speir/Speyer, Stadnaja-Bulka, 
Steinberg, Steingut, Stuttgart, Sulz, Swenigorodka, 
Vossessensk, Waterloo, Weidenberg, Wilhelmathal, 
Wolksov, Worms, Wowtsche. 
 
(This list is not all inclusive — if you have additions, please provide to the lead 
editor). Many of these identified chutors and villages need much research. If you 
have any background information on them, please share with us. Thanks.  
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Lost in Russia, part 2… 
By, Valerie Ingram Renner 

 

This is a continuation of the story begun 
by Val Renner in the V. 8, I 1, June 

2003 issue of the BDO Newsletter that 
chronicles her quest to find her half 
brother and sister who remained in 

Russia.  The photo at the left is Michael 
Renner. 

 
 Three months after 
the   death of my 87 year old 
father, Michael Renner, the 
search began for our 
missing half-siblings that 
had been left behind, but 
never forgotten, in Russia in 
1941. 
 With our father’s 

full blessing, we began by calling all the Renners in the 
United States that we found with first names of Adolf, 
Edward or Emma, explaining to each about our father and 
his children.  Everyone was very understanding, and some 
even offered their help.  One lady was obviously a 
genealogist and did all sorts of internet searching for us but 
there was no sign of them to be found.  By Christmas, it 
was clear that they had never immigrated to the USA. 
 In November of 1995, one of my sisters-in-law 
found a copy of the AHSGR’s “CLUES” while visiting 
friends.  Inside, among the index of surnames, was the 
RENNER name and the names and addresses of those 
people that were doing the research! With much 

 
 
 

(Continued on page 3) 
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An Iron Cross for Karolina 
By great granddaughter, Elaine Helbling Hundley  

 
There is a new iron cross grave marker in the Mandan, ND Union Cemetery.  It reads: 
 

Karolina Roether Kopp 
b. Russia 1860 

d. North Dakota 1950 
 
 Karolina was my maternal great grandmother.  She and husband, Peter 
Kopp, immigrated from Karlsruhe, Russia to Mandan, ND in 1907, traveling on the 
ship Rhein.  They had five children born in Russia and four born in North Dakota.  
Their daughter, Eva Elizabeth (Kopp) Braun was my maternal grandmother. 
 When I was little, in the 30’s & 40’s, Grandma Kopp, then a widow, lived at 
our house at various times when she was unable to care for herself alone.  I 
remember vividly that she held and rocked me, spoke only the German Russian 
dialect, and slept with me.  A nightly ritual was to sprinkle me with holy water at 
bedtime.  I went to bed just a bit wet but safe for the night.  Another strong memory 
is that she often prayed a rosary which she had laced through her hands.  In her later 
years, Grandma Kopp, then suffering from dementia, lived at the state hospital in 
Jamestown, ND where she died in 1950. Now, to the year 2000.  I had completed my 
education, married, moved to Illinois, raised 5 children and retired from a 46 year 
nursing career.  On a trip “back home” to Mandan, I visited the cemetery to visit 
family graves.  Great Grandpa Peter Kopp had a beautiful stone obelisk grave 
market, but Great Grandmother Karolina’s grave stone was no where to be found.  
The cemetery caretaker located the unmarked burial site. 
 The lack of a marker was frequently on my mind after that.  I contacted Jack 
Blotsky, a welder from Williston, ND, who had crafted an iron cross market for the 
2000 German from Russia convention in Bismarck.  He agreed to create an iron 
cross.  I sent a sketch which he crafted into a beautiful iron cross, complete with a 
rosary and praying hands.  It is now in place at the head of the grave of Karolina 
Roether Kopp, the German from Russia immigrant, mother of my grandmother, Eva 
(Kopp) Braun, and grandmother of my mother, Constantina (Braun) Helbling.  Rest 
in peace, Grandma.  We know where to find you. 
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Newsletter Line-up 

 
Lead Editor          Jackie Peterson 
Assistant Editor Margaret Rehwalt / R130 
Assistant Editor:  Merv Rennich / R060 
Assistant Editor    Roland Wagner / W011 
Assistant Editor    Dale Lee Wahl / W078 
Online Support Sundae Orwick 
Production  Carol McCormack / M150 
Subscriptions        Arletta Baskins / B115 
 
Archives: 
 
Maps                    Jeff Hatzenbeller 
 
Village Coordinators: 
 
Felsenburg          George Hoff / H072 
Guldendorf Curt Renz / R022 
Johannestal Carol Fuchs / F061 
Johannestal Ray Heinle 
Karlsruhe  Valerie Ingram / I009 
Katharinental Alvina Ballinger / B198 
Katharinental Valerie Ingram / I009 
Landau  Diane Wandler / W090 
Landau  Zita Gieser 
Neu Lustdorf Elsie Heuther / H008 
Neusatz  Ken Aisenbrey / A013 
Rastadt  Diane Wandler / W090 
Rastadt  Letty Schoch / S193 
Rastadt  David Kilwien 
Rohrbach  Arletta Baskins / B115 
Rohrbach  Rosemarie Dinkel / D022 
Rohrbach  Nancy Schroeder 
Rohrbach  Ed Schulz / S043 
Rohrbach  Lucy Simpson / S046 
Stuttgart  Ruth Iseminger 
Speier  Albert Berger 
Speier  Valerie Ingram / I009 
Sulz  Albert Berger 
Sulz  Valerie Ingram / I009 
Waterloo  Betty Rennich / R103 
Waterloo  Lucy Simpson / S046 
Worms  Arletta Baskins / B115 
Worms  Nancy Schroeder 
Worms  Ed Schulz / S043 
Worms  Lucy Simpson / S046 
Worms  Dale Lee Wahl / W078 
 
(The addresses for most of the Editors and most 
of the Village Coordinators can be found in the 
latest issue of the GRHS Der Stammbaum.)   

 

 
Mark Your Calendar  

 
34th Annual GRHS Convention 

July 22-24, 2004 
Ramkota Best Western 

Bismarck, North Dakota 
Karoline Roether Kopp 

Karolina Roether Kopp’s iron cross 
grave marker, created by Jack Blot-
sky, Williston, ND. 
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excitement, I began writing letters to the 5 people 
listed, knowing that we were finally on the right track! 
 One of the researchers listed, Carol Kuhn Zent, 
actually knew of my father, and was already deep into 
the Renner family genealogy, as her mother-in-law 
was Mary Renner Zent, a first cousin to my father.  
Carol sent me membership applications to both the 
AHSGR and the GRHS and urged me to join at least 
one of these societies. 

 I was so excited about the connections I was 
making now, I went ahead and joined both organizations!  
I didn’t want to miss anything that might lead me closer 
to finding my half-sister, Emma, who probably had 
married by now and would be sporting a new married 
name, or my half-brother, Adolf or their descendants. 
 My husband knew there had to be an easier way 
than charting to keep track of all this family information, 
and returned from the store one day with a Family Tree 
Maker program for me…and then proceeded to get me 
onto the computer. A big mistake as I ended up on his 
computer so much so that he had to go buy me one of my 
own! 
 Soon, I was connected to the old Ger-Rus list-
serve, where I met Michael Miller from NDSU, and Dale 
Wahl, the two men that really got me started.  On the 
internet, I finally started connecting with many, many 
cousins and friends.  Together with my new cousin, Al 
Berger, we began building a database of all the Catholic 
families that we tied into from the villages of Speier and 
Sulz…and soon found ourselves adding families from 
Katharinental, Landau, Karlsruhe, München and Rastadt.  
Our area of interest was spreading like wildfire and the 
database was growing larger and larger…but still no 
Emma and Adolf!! 
 I volunteered as a GRHS Village Coordinator, 
began going to the GRHS conventions and helping with a 
wide variety of projects.  Most people that I worked with 
knew of my father’s story, and if anything popped up in 
their research that they felt might help, I would always be 
informed.  There were always some though, that tried to 
convince me that my search was a lost cause, and that I 
should give up any hopes of ever finding them.   
 With the help of the BDO list-serve, more 
contacts were made with researchers in other countries, 
and friendships developed in Canada, Australia, 
Germany, the Netherlands and England. 
 In searching the EWZ files for RENNER, I came 
across the documents my father filed in order to enter into 
Germany.  One of the amazing pages found there was a 

“time line” that he had filled out from the time of his 
birth, to the time he entered Germany, including years 
correlating to the villages he had lived in.  At the time that 
I thought he had lived with his family, he had written in 
“Kramatorsk, Wosnesensk”.  With help, we located 
Wosnesensk on a map, but could not find Kramatorsk. 
 In January of 1998, I sent a letter to the 
Landsmannschaft in Germany asking for their help in 
locating my lost siblings, but never received a reply.  
After finding my father’s documents, I wrote to them 
again, enclosing copies of a few main pages that 
verified he DID leave his children behind, and that he 
HAD made it into Germany.  In late December, I 
received word from Peter Mock that he had seen my 
inquiry while he was visiting in Germany!  It was 
published in the “Volk auf Dem Weg” magazine that I 
was looking for the family of Michael Renner who was 
born in Speier and anyone with information should 
contact me in the USA.  A month later a letter came 
from Germany, written in Russian!  I thought for sure 
it was something about Emma and Adolf, but when the 
letter was translated, it was from a 1st cousin, Selestina 
Renner Rau, who had also been born in Speier, the 
daughter of my father’s half-brother, Peter!  They had 
been arrested and taken off to the labor camps in 
Kazahkstan in 1939, along with my grandmother, who 
died along the way.  Finally, I knew the fate of my 
grandmother, Barbara Bernhardt Maier Renner, whom 
my father had last seen in 1923!  Selestina knew 
nothing about my father, as he had already left Speier 
by the time she was born.  She now lives in 
Leverkusen, Germany, with her husband and sons, and 
their families. 
 At the 2002 GRHS Convention in Bismarck, I 
spoke with cousin, Vera Hoff, about her recent tour of  
the Ukraine.  She convinced me that I needed to go and 
introduced me to Robert Schneider, LLC Tours.  In 
November, it was decided that my sister and I, along 
with a cousin, David Kilwien, would go in September 
2003 to tour the Catholic villages in the Beresan, and 
see where Dad had gone to school, to Church…and to 
walk the street where my grandfather, Christian Renner 
was murdered by the Russians. 
 Mr. Schneider sent out a questionnaire to those 
interested in the tour, asking which ancestral villages 
we wanted to visit.  I indicated I needed to go to ALL 
the Catholic Beresan villages, as well as Christina, 
Felsenburg and Wosnesensk explaining why I needed 
to visit these villages where my father had spent his 
last years in Russia.  I couldn’t go all the way to the 

(Continued from page 1) 
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55.   Friedrich Mosser 
56.   Ludwig Nuss 
57.   Heinrich Zimmerle 
58.   Andreas Fritschle 
60.   Johannes Bachmann 
61.   Widow Fuhrmann 
62.   Joseph Jerig 
63.   Heinrich Fuhrmann 
64.   Jacob Wiest, (middle?) 
65.   Michael Klundt 
66.   Heinrich Hofmann, j. 
67.   Peter Jehraus 
68.   Sebastian Zimbelmann 
69.   Heinrich Ackermann 
70.   Andreas Klundt 
71.   Peter Gemar 
72.   Peter Gemar, j. 
73.   Michael Klein 
74.   Johann Ridinger 
75.   Heinrich Roth 
76.   Johann Vogt 
77.   Jacob Klein 
78.   Johann Klein 
79.   David Fink 
80.   Andreas Roth 
81.   Heinrich Jehraus 
82.   Friedrich Hochhalter 
83.   Ludwig Körth 
84.   Heinrich Ridinger 
85.   Johann Kuppersohn 
86.   G. Peter Trautman 
87.   Friedrich Ridinger 
88.   Gottlieb Hochhalter 
89.   Simon Moos 
90.   Philipp Wittmar 
91.   Andreas Wittmar 
92.   Michael Moos 
93.   Jacob Zimbelmann 
94.   G. Jadob Roth 
95.   Jacob Moss 
96.   Johannes Nutz 
97.   Adam Hofmann 
98.   Jacob Nus, j. 
99.   Friedrich Mosser 
100.  Peter Wüst 
101.  Jacob Beguingnolle 
102.  Heinrich Ackermann 
103.  Michael Hust 
104.  Christ. Schochenmeier 
105.  Christ. Beguingnolle 
106.  Michael Wöhl 
107.  Ludwig Fuhrmann 

108.  Gottlieb Schlegel 
109.  Heinrich Furhrmann 
110.  Heinrich Zimbelmann 
111.  Karl Mosser 
112.  Dominick Stoller 
113.  Ludwig Rennich 
114.  Georg Huber 
115.  Konrad Feiok 
116.  Christian Bachmann 
117.  Johann Stoller 
118.  Heinrich Stoller 
119.  Heinrich Karl 
120.  Heinrich Karl 
121.  Jacob Bachmann 
122.  Jadob Bachmann, alt 
123.  Friedrich Stoller 
124.  Michael Stoller 
125.  Jacob Bachmann 
126.  Ludwig Schlegel 
127.  Gottlieb Bachmann 
128.  Michael Schlegel 
129.  Gottlieb Bachmann, alt 
130.  Peter Bender 
131.  Georg Holzwarth 
132.  Philipp Holzwarth 
133.  Philip Bühler 
134.  Mathies Nuss 
135.  Heinrich Nuss, j. 
136.  Heinrich Klein 
137.  Johannes Ridinger, j. 
138.  Peter Ridinger 
139.  Philip Bühler 
140.  Jadob Bühler 
141.  Heinrich Bühler 
142.  Nikolaus Keisert (Reisert?) 
143.  Conrad Zimbelmann 
144.  Philipp Zimmerle 
145.  Peter Zimmerle 
146.  Johannes Fritschle 
147.  Johannes Fritschle 
148.  Daniel Fritschle 
149.  Jacob Wüst, alt 
150.  Jacob Wüst. 
151.  Peter Wiest 
152.  Joseph Ehly 
153.  Michael Ehly 
154.  Heinrich Schmidt 
155.  Philipp Zimbelmann 
156.  Heinrich Hofmann 
157.  Friedrich Gemar 
158.  Fridrich Wiest 
159.  Michael Schlegel 

(Continued from page 6) 
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160.  Konrad Strasser 
161.  Friedrich Nyss 
162.  Peter Nyss 
163.  Peter Fuhrmann, alt 
164.  Konrad Klundt 
165.  Peter Schneider 
166.  Andreas Bujer 
167.  Michael Bujer 
168.  Heinrich Bujer 
169.  Philipp Kitzmann 
170.  Jadob Kitzmann 
171.  Jadob Holzwarth 
172.  Johann Holzwarth 
173.  Friedrich Ackermann 
174.  Georg Ackermann 
175.  Johannes Ridinger, alt 
176.  Andreas Ridinger 
177.  G. Peter Ridinger 
178.  Heinrich Ridinger, alt 
179.  Peter Ackermann 
180.  G. Jacob Trautmann 
181.  Bernhard Will 
 
Summary of the Election List Concerning the election of 
a mayor’s office Beisitzer of the Sulz Mayor’s Office.  In 
the colony of Sulz there are 138 voting members of the 
community.  At an assembly of the community on the 26th 
of August 1862 there were 88 colonist present, there were 
50 colonists absent. 
 
These were elected 
To the office of 
Mayor’s office 
Beisitzer  For  Against 
 
Jacob Meichel  23       65 
Velentin Helbling 36       52 
Philipp Stumph  28       60 
Franz Kleinert   1       87 
 
Comments:  That Valentin Helbling, who received the 
majority of the votes as mayor’s office Beisitzer, is a 
reliable, law abiding Wirt, qualified for this service. 
 
Summary of the Election List Concerning the election of 
a Schulz of the Catharinenthal Mayor’s Office.  In the 
colony of Catharinenthal there are 92 voting members of 
the community.  At an assembly of the community on the 
28th of October 1862 there were 85 colonists present; 
there were 7 colonists absent. 
 
 

 
 
These were elected to 
The office of 
Schulz   For  Against 
 
Egidy Fitterer  59       33 
Friedrich Steiner 13       79 
Johannes Weitenheimer 13       79 
 
Comments:  The elected colonist, Egidy Fitterer, is a well 
established wirt and has all the required knowledge for tis 
service 
 
Summary of the Election List Concerning the election of 
a Bürgermeister of the Rastadt Mayor’s Office.  In the 
colony Rastadt there are 156 voting members of the 
community.  At an assembly of the community on the 17th 
of November 1862 there were 140 colonists present; there 
were 16 colonists absent. 
 
These were elected 
To the office of 
Bürgermeister  For  Against 
 
Thomas Metz  71       69 
Ignatz Eberle  53       87 
Leonhard Sticka 12       128 
Anton Haag   4       136 
 
Summary of the Election List Concerning the election of 
a new Beisitzer of the Johannesthal Mayor’s Office.  In 
the colony of Johannesthal there are 110 voting members 
of the community.  At an assembly of the community on 
the 5th of November 1962 there were 105 present; there 
were five colonists absent. 
 
These were elected to 
The office of 
New Beisitzer  For  Against 
 
Carl Betz  71       39 
Gottlieb Seyler 1st 17       93 
Heinrich Schäfer  6       104 
Gottlieb Reger (?)  5       105 
Bernhardt Lehrer  3       107 
Adam Auch (?)   2       108 
Johann Maas   1       109 
 
Fond 6, Inv. 1, File 20877 will be continued in the next issue.  If 

you’d like a copy of your ancestor’s signature please contact 
Margaret Rehwalt at  MJRehwalt@aol.com 

 

(Continued from page 7) 
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A Record of The Collection of State Debts for Loans Credited to the Colonies. 
Rastadt, 1828 

(Fond 252, Inventory 1, File 666, courtesy of Michael Haag) 
 

Note:  The information in this file does not include names of the family members but it does give some indication who was consid-
ered the head of household and who lived in Rastadt in 1828.  The total amount loaned to each family was 1,080 rubles.  By 1828 

families had recorded repayments of between 5 and 30 rubles against their crown debt.   
There are no signatures included on this document 

Name Male Family 
Members 

Female 
Family 

Members 

Total Family 
Members 

Crown Debt 
in Rubles 

Repayments Balance of 
Debt 

Franz Reichert 3 5 8 1,080 5 1,075 

Johan Schmitz 2 5 7 1,080 5 1,075 

Anton Harek 3 5 8 1,080 30 1,050 

Johan Schmidt 3 5 8 1,080 26 1,054 

Johan Gaaß 3 2 5 1,080 5 1,075 

Friedrich Reinhard 5 1 6 1,080 5 1,075 

Ignatz Gaaß 4 3 7 1,080 5 1,075 

George Bents 3 5 8 1,080 5 1,075 

Adam Haag 4 5 9 1,080 5 1,075 

Sebastian Förderer 1 1 2 1,080 5 1,075 

Friedrich Horwarth 2 3 5 1,080 5 1,075 

Johan Wilhelm 2 4 6 1,080 5 1,075 

Franz Odenbach 4 1 5 1,080 5 1,075 

Johan Koch 6 2 8 1,080 5 1,075 

Joseph Barth 5 1 6 1,080 5 1,075 

Joseph Schimpf 5 3 8 1,080 5 1,075 

Johan Deible 4 3 7 1,080 5 1,075 

Michael Hitschrich 2 3 5 1,080 15 1,065 

Georg Bader 4 3 7 1,080 5 1,075 

Carl Eberle 3 3 6 1,080 5 1,075 

91 Families           286      295   581 
 
 

 
Special thanks to Michael Haag for sharing his research with all of us! 




